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Guard mechanics assist IDOT during winter storm

lllinois National Guard Public Affairs

SPRINGFIELD, IlIl. — The last of the
approximately 35 Illinois National Guardsmen
who assisted the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT) and other state agencies
completed state active duty Jan. 14 following
a snow storm that dropped up to 17 inches of
snow in some parts of the state.

“Not only am I glad we can help out, but
it’s a great learning experience,” said Sgt.
Eric Thrasher of Clinton, Ill., a mechanic with
Company B, 634th Brigade Support Battalion
(BSB) in Champaign, Ill. “We get to understand
their operation and work on non-military
equipment and vehicles.”

Approximately 400 vehicles were stranded
on three different Illinois roads. The Illinois
National Guard recovered eight vehicles,
allowing more than 200 stranded motorists to
exit the roadway.

“Hundreds were rescued thanks to the
dedicated Illinois National Guard Soldiers
who worked day and night to help stranded
motorists,” said Ann L. Schneider, IDOT
Secretary.

READ MORE

U.S. Army National Guard photo by Sgt. 1st Class Kassidy L. Snyder, lllinois National Guard Public Affairs

Staff Sgt. James Fischer of Bellflower, Ill., a mechanic with Company B, 634th
Brigade Support Battalion in Champaign, lll., charges the battery for an lllinois
Department of Transportation (IDOT) truck in Fithian, lll., Jan. 9. Fischer was called
to State Active Duty to assist IDOT after a winter storm swept through lllinois.

108th deploys to Kuwait

lllinois National Guard Public Affairs

FOREST PARK, Ill. — Chicago’s own
108th Sustainment Brigade held a deployment
ceremony Jan. 4. The unit’s approximately 280
Illinois National Guard Soldiers will deploy
to Kuwait in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom.

READ MORE

Illinois Soldiers return
in time for holidays

H 2/238th General Support
Aviation Battalion

PEORIA, Ill. — Approximately 60 Illinois
Army National Guard Soldiers with 2nd
Battalion of the 238th General Support Aviation
Battalion in Peoria returned home Dec. 14 with

33rd IBCT earns streamer
lllinois National Guard Public Affairs

URBANA, Ill. — The 33rd Infantry
Brigade Combat Team received a Campaign
Participation ~ Streamer for service in
Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom during Consolidation II in 2009.

READ MORE

a homecoming ceremony at the Army Aviation ||

Support Facility #3 in Peoria.
The unit was mobilized in January and

= deployed to Afghanistan in support of Operation

U.S. Army National Guard photo by Sgt. 1st Class Kassidy L.
Snyder, lllinois National Guard Public Affairs

108th Sustainment Brigade Soldiers
stand in formation during a deployment
ceremony Jan. 4 in Forest Park, lll.

Enduring Freedom.
READ MORE

H BEST A11

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. — Approximately 20
Illinois Army National Guard Soldiers who
served in Afghanistan returned to Illinois.
The homecoming ceremony for the Bilateral
Embedded Staff Team (BEST) A1l was Dec.
12 at Camp Lincoln in Springfield, 1.

The BEST A1l Soldiers were mobilized in
February and deployed to Afghanistan.

READ MORE

Garibay, 33rd Infantry Brigade Combat Team Public Affairs

Command Sgt. Maj Mark Bowman
attaches the 33rd Infantry Brigade
Combat Team’s Campaign Participation
Streamer in Urbana, lll., Dec. 15.
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From STRONG - to - STRONGER

Thank you
—one and all.
Your sacrifices,
and those of our
families, are very
much appreciated
by the neighbors
we help, the state
we protect, and the
nation we defend.
Personally I am
truly grateful for
the opportunity
to serve you, and
thankful for the
hard work of the men and women of the past
who made us strong today — and for all the
work you are doing today to make us stronger.

The Illinois National Guard today is the
result of much challenging thought and effort.

We have much more thinking and work ahead
of us.

As Winston Churchill said, “we have
run out of money. Now we have to think.”
Given our fiscal realities, it is imperative we
develop, work, and travel a Joint roadmap to a
future that is relevant, functional, and owned
by everyone; taking the ILNG successfully
forward into a political/fiscal environment this
nation has not seen since perhaps 1918. We
succeeded then — and we will succeed now.
Know we are advancing from the position of
strength which you helped build. Know too,
we are going and growing: from strong - to -
stronger.

I envision everyone involved as part of a
personal desire to make the ILNG — Air and
Army - ready and relevant for the realities of
the next 20 years.

Brig. Gen. Daniel Krumrei
The Adjutant General

READ MORE

Escape winter: book it to the past
Reading recommendations from the historian
By Adriana Schroder, command historian

As we all return to work with 2013 in the
rear view mirror, one cannot help but wonder
what 2014 holds besides the immediacy of
negative degree weather and more snow.

Each shovel of snow, scrape of a windshield
and paid heating bill seems like a victory.
The cold and bleak days of winter are upon
us. Almost all of us are making those pesky
resolutions and thinking toward the future.

For that small group of us who live to
escape to the past, our futures hold many
evenings of task lighting, mugs of warm liquid
sustenance and a good book. Harking back to
our own Illinois National Guard history, here
are a few suggestions:

Ilinois in the Civil War: The American Civil
War (1861-1865) put us on the world stage.

READ MORE

Lincoln’s Challenge Academy graduates 303

lllinois National Guard Public Affairs :

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. - On E¥
Dec.15, 303 cadets graduated from [§
Lincoln’s ChalleNGe Academy [
(LCA), an Illinois National Guard
administered program for at-
risk youth. The ceremony for the
Rantoul-based program was held
at the Prairie Capital Convention [
Center in Springfield, I11.

LCA, which celebrated its
20th anniversary in July, is one
of the most successful youth
challenge programs in the nation. £ =
Approximately 75 percent of &k - T
LCA graduates_ earn their graduate U.S. Air National Guard photo by Tech. Sgt. Shelly Stark
equivalency diplomas, compared 183rd Fighter Wing Public Affairs
to the Illinois state average of cadets at the Lincoln’s ChalleNGe Academy’s
53 percent. LCA graduates can commencement ceremony for Class 41-13 throw
now return to their communities. thejr caps in the air in celebration Dec. 15 after

READ MORE graduating the 22-week program.

B Ramirez receives scholarship B Cadets recognized for tornado relief

Hanging up their boots
after 20+ years of service

B Chief Master Sgt. Lynn Friday
183rd Fighter Wing

H 1st Sgt. Ryan Machin

333rd Military Police Company

B Master Sgt. Robert Shinnick
Joint Force Headquarters

B Master Sgt. Franklin Hayes
126th Air Refueling Wing

H Sgt. 1st Class Kenneth Moulton
Joint Force Headquarters

B Master Sgt. Bret Rickords
182nd Airlift Wing

B Tech. Sgt. Roland Austen
182nd Airlift Wing

B Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey Hayes

126th Air Refueling Wing

B Sgt. Dwight Smith

3637th Maintenance Company

B Spc. Dennis White

933rd Military Police Company

Prairie Minuteman
Scholarships available

~ PHOTOS FROM \|* e
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B lllinois Joining Forces A\

Scholarships are open to dependents
(both children and spouses) of NGAI
members in good standing. One-$700
and two $2,000 scholarships are available.

Click here for more details
L) ]

OCS Hall of Fame
is accepting nominations
The Hall of Fame is intended to honor Lt. Col.
and above graduates of the Illinois National
Guard Officer Candidate School (OCS)
Program who have distinguished themselves in
military or civilian pursuits.
Click here for criteria and form
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1301 North MacArthur Boulevard
Springfield, Illinois 62702-2399
DSN: 555-3569

Phone: (217) 761-3569

Facsimile: (217) 761-3527

DEADLINES
Story and photo submissions are due the 1st of each
month to ng.il.ilarng.list.staff-pao@mail.mil

The Railsplitter is the official newletter of the
Illinois National Guard authorized by the

Adjutant General.
Governor Pat Quinn
Adjutant General Brig. Gen. Daniel M. Krumrei
State PAO Maj. Brad Leighton
Editor Sgt. 1st Class Kassidy L. Snyder
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