
 

 

Finally, now any Illinois resident who is a surviving 

widow/widower, parent or siblings of a person who 

served in the U.S. Armed Forces and lost his/her life 

while serving during peacetime or war may be issued  

(but  there still is  a fee)  a special  set of  license 

plates. 

http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/

vehicles/license_plate_guide/military/gold_star.html.  

The link for the Affirmation for  Illinois Gold Star 

License Plates is attached  

http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/

pdf_publications/vsd669.pdf 

42nd Edition—April 2014 

 
Don’t like waiting for the 

monthly newsletter, be sure 

to like us on Facebook. 
 

http://tinyurl.com/IllinoisSOS  
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 2 http://www.osotamerica.org/programs/leap-of-faith-2/ 

The below is for informational purposes only, and is not intended to imply endorsement by the Illinois National Guard 

or Survivor Outreach Services Program of any event, organization, corporation, or product. 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e939q9ka5d0f8ab7&llr=oeox7gdab
http://www.osotamerica.org/programs/leap-of-faith-2/


The below is for informational purposes only, and is not intended to imply endorsement by the Illinois Na-

tional Guard or Survivor Outreach Services Program of any event, organization, corporation, or product. 

To register or for additional information contact Sara Lesko 
Child & Youth Program Coordinator at Cell: 517-791-4833; 
Office: 708-824-6062  Email: sara.e.lesko.ctr@mail.com 
 

mailto:sara.e.lesko.ctr@mail.com


Register at www.campcorral.org 

Since October 2001, the world in which American military children grow up has been 

changed dramatically by unprecedented levels of deployment and the increased reliance 

on Reserve and Guard members. To date, a total of over 2.1 million American men and 

women in uniform have deployed and of those Service members, approximately 44 per-

cent are parents. 

Camp Corral, a 501 (c) (3) tax-exempt, non-profit corporation, is a free, one-of-a-kind 

summer camp for children of wounded, disabled or fallen military service members. Since 

its founding, Camp Corral has grown to 20 camps in 16 states, and served over 4,000 chil-

dren. Although any child from a military family is eligible, registration priority is given to 

children of wounded, disabled or fallen military service members. 
 

The below is for informational purposes only, and is not intended to imply endorsement by the Illinois Na-

tional Guard or Survivor Outreach Services Program of any event, organization, corporation, or product. 

http://www.campcorral.org


CAMP DATES 

www.camperin.org 

The below is for informational purposes only, and is not intended to imply endorsement by the Illinois Na-

tional Guard or Survivor Outreach Services Program of any event, organization, corporation, or product. 

http://www.camperin.org


 
Michelle's Thoughts 
 
 Despite all the snow and cold, 
spring is coming. After the death of a 
love one, it can be a difficult time. 
Yet hope is there. Read more ... http://
connect.legacy.com/profiles/blogs/long-
winter-gives-way-to-bright-spring 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michelle is a field researcher for the National Military Bereavement 
Study, interviewing families and collecting information that will help 
strengthen the resources and support those surviving the death of an   
active duty service member will receive. You are eligible for the study 
if: 
 
 Your loved one died by any circumstance of death while on active duty 
status since September 11, 2001, in any branch of the US Military 
(Active,Guard, and Reserve Components of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Ma-
rines, and Coast Guard). 
 
 You are the parent (adoptive, biological, custodial)/stepparent; 
spouse/ex-spouse/adult partner; minor/adult child; biological/step-
sibling of the active duty service member who died. 
 
 
 

To read more about study and participate in it, go to: 
www.militarysurvivorstudy.org. 

http://connect.legacy.com/profiles/blogs/long-winter-gives-way-to-bright-spring
http://connect.legacy.com/profiles/blogs/long-winter-gives-way-to-bright-spring
http://connect.legacy.com/profiles/blogs/long-winter-gives-way-to-bright-spring
http://www.militarysurvivorstudy.org


The below is for informational purposes only, and is not intended to imply endorsement by the Illinois        

National Guard or Survivor Outreach Services Program of any event, organization, corporation, or product. 

Financial Assistance for Survivors 

The United States has become the leader in the world in the war on 

terrorism. Unfortunately, the battle against terrorism doesn’t come 

without the sacrifice of the lives of some of our military men and 

women.  For this reason, those associated with Armed Forces Chil-

dren’s Education Fund (AFCEF) feel it is our moral obligation to 

provide some form of assistance to the families left behind. This 

education fund for the children of those fallen heroes is just a small 

way for Americans to say “thank you” for the ultimate sacrifice made 

in the name of freedom.  The ARMED FORCES CHILDREN’S 

EDUCATION FUND, Inc. (AFCEF) was established on May 1, 

2003, the first day of National Military Appreciation Month. 

http://www.afcef.org/ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund honors the bravery and dedication exhibited by Americans 

in our Armed Forces who have sacrificed life or limb defending our country by providing educational 

scholarships to their children. Thousands of Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Guardsmen 

have been killed defending our great nation and it is our honor to help them achieve the dream of a 

college education.  Freedom Alliance has established a permanent Scholarship Trust Fund to aid the 

children of these brave Americans, so that we will be able to help the children of American heroes 

when it is their turn to attend college.  Through the generosity of so many patriotic Americans, the 

Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund will provide scholarships for thousands of young Americans, re-

minding them that their parents’ sacrifice will never be forgotten by a grateful nation. 
        

  

Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund:  www.freedomalliance.org/scholarship.htm 

 

http://www.afcef.org/
https://freedomalliance.org/programs/scholarship-fund/


http://www.ngef.org/get-involved/apply-for-the-drs-guardian-scholarship/ 

http://www.ngef.org/get-involved/apply-for-the-drs-guardian-scholarship/


The below is for informational purposes only, and is not intended to imply endorsement by the Illinois        

National Guard or Survivor Outreach Services Program of any event, organization, corporation, or product. 

For more information on how to get your own bear 

 contact your SOS Coordinator for more details. 

http://azheartsforheroes.org/ 

http://azheartsforheroes.org/


 SOS Financial Counseling Services 
“MARK MY WORDS” 

Mark Dunlop 

Ft. Leonard Wood, MO 

573) 596-0153 

Great News!  New Interactive Online Survivor Benefit Reports  
 

For several years now, survivor benefits reports have been provided to some surviving fam-

ily members of service members who die on active duty. These reports illustrate benefits for 

everyone in the household from the Department of Defense, the Department of Veterans 

Affairs and the Social Security Administration.  

 

Initial reports are posted on a secure website and are accessible to family members for 6 

months from the date of the service member's death.  As part of the phased rollout, the new 

interactive online survivor benefits report will be available for surviving spouses (and oth-

ers who are eligible for a DS logon premium account), of all service members who have 

died on active duty; this  can then be accessed 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  

 

These new reports display not only all current and estimated future benefits but also allow 

survivors to input "what if" type changes to family members' education status and plans, 

disability status and marital status. This information is invaluable for a family's financial 

planning.  

 

To access these new reports, you will need to have a new DS logon premium account and 

password. If you are eligible for a DS logon premium account but do not yet have a DS 

logon premium account, you can visit the Defense Manpower Data Center's website to cre-

ate one.  

https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/identitymanagement  

 

If assistance is needed with recovering passwords or accessing reports, users should contact 

the Family Assistance Support Team at 877-827-2471 or by email at osbr@afsc.com. To 

log in and view personal reports, select the appropriate branch of service below, and then 

follow the instructions on the site:  

MyArmyBenefits :  https://myarmybenefits.us.army.mil/Home/Casualty_Operations.html 

 

https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/identitymanagement
mailto:osbr@afsc.com
https://myarmybenefits.us.army.mil/Home/Casualty_Operations.html






 

 
 

 

Financial Protection & FDIC Resources 

Dine & Dial Conference call: 
Wednesday, April 23, 2014 at 7:00pm CENTRAL 

 (1-626-677-3000 access code 7681905) 

 

The featured topic for April is "Consumer Financial Protection & FDIC Resources" and 

will be a special opportunity for Survivors to speak to a panel of Survivor Outreach Finan-

cial Counselors and other professionals that have worked with Survivors on financial is-

sues and opportunities.  

 

With many positive changes over the last years it will be a great call for Survivors to be 

able to ask questions and also acquaint themselves on ways to optimize their use of some 

of financial asset protection options.  

 

This call is free to you unless you have a phone plan that charges for out of area calls.  

 

Please email Mark Dunlop mark.dunlop1@us.army.mil if you want any of the handouts.   

 

Note some of the specifics will be based on Missouri issues as this conference call origi-

nates for Missouri but the concepts are non state specific applicable. Survivors and friends 

are invited to join in on this educational presentation.  

mailto:mark.dunlop1@us.army.mil


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOS was created to embrace and reassure Survivors that they are 

continually linked to the Army Family through a unified support 

program that enables them to remain an important part of the Army 

for as long as they desire. 

 

The SOS program continuously strives to provide the highest quality 

of services to surviving Family members of fallen Warriors.  As 

such, we want to provide you with information on the SOS program 

in your area.  We stand ready to serve you and answer your ques-

tions.    

 

Services Available: 

 

Provide Expertise on State & Federal Survivor benefits 

Arrange for estate and financial advice 

Connect Survivors with mental health support/counseling 

Provide assistance in obtaining military reports 

Provide Survivors with resource referrals for: 

Peer Support 

Bereavement Counseling 

Emergency Financial Services 

Military Legal Assistance 

TRICARE 

Educational Benefits 

Benefits Assistance 

 

 
Check us out online at: 

http://www.il.ngb.army.mil/family/survivoroutreach 

 

http://www.il.ngb.army.mil/family/survivoroutreach
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Christine Cooper, SOS Support Coordinator 

Joint Forces Headquarters, 1301 N. MacArthur Blvd, Springfield, IL  62702-2399 

(217) 761-3382 office, (217) 316-1191 cell,  

email: christine.m.cooper10.ctr@mail.mil 

 

Jim Frazier, SOS Support Coordinator 

Woodstock Armory, 1301 Sunset Ridge Road, Woodstock, IL  60098  

 (708) 646-5933 cell, email: james.l.frazier61.ctr@us.army.mil 

 

Robert Sheahan, SOS Support Coordinator 

East St. Louis Armory, 2931 State Street,  East St. Louis, IL 62205-2233     

(618) 558-4196 cell, email: robert.e.sheahan.ctr@mail.mil  

 

Jack Wilson, SOS Support Coordinator 

Building 110, East Avenue, Rock Island, IL 

(309) 782-8253 office, email: jack.wilson2@us.army.mil 

 

Dawn Sands, SOS Support Coordinator 

10 S 100 South Frontage Road, Darien, IL 

(630) 910-3213 ext. 224 office, email dawn.m.sands.ctr@mail.mil 

Helpful Contacts and Resources: 

 

 

 

 

Check out the Illinois Connections for Families of the Fallen (ICFF)  

“Community Connections” Resource Guide! 

 
http://www.nchsd.org/libraryfiles/HDAFiles/Veterans%20Project/11_11_Resourcesguide.pdf  

mailto:christine.m.cooper10.ctr@mail.mil
mailto:james.l.frazier61.ctr@us.army.mil
mailto:robert.e.sheahan.ctr@mail.mil
mailto:jack.wilson2@us.army.mil
mailto:dawn.m.sands.ctr@mail.mil
blockedhttp://www.nchsd.org/libraryfiles/HDAFiles/Veterans%20Project/11_11_Resourcesguide.pdf

