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TF SANTA FE SOLDIERS MAKING

MARK ON EUROPE IN MANY WAYS

CATAGORIZE UNIT AS VERY “PROFESSIONAL”
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PFC Dvorak says…





“My favorite MRE is the dried beef with gravy.  I have only had this a couple times since basic training and really like it  because it is rare and different from the run of the mill MREs.”





TASK FORCE SANTA FE HEADQUARTERS, GE-  Task Force Santa Fe has received a lot of attention in the last few months as they take part in Operation Enduring Freedom.  


	Santa Fe’s last visitors were Mr. Craig Duehring, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs and Ms. Patricia Walker, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Materiel and Facilities.  They spent time at Germersheim Army Depot and led the headquarters unit in a “town hall” style meeting with the troops.


	In the meeting, troops were given a chance to talk about different aspects of the deployment; everything from housing to mission requirements.


	“I appreciate their effort to see what’s going on,”  said  HHC 1-178 SGT Willie Pointer, “It shows that they care about the soldiers.”


According to Brigade Headquarters, common feedback from all of the Santa Fe visitors have been remarks regarding the “outstanding appearance and performance” of the soldiers on guard.


	On guard since the beginning of February, Task Force soldiers have been providing Anti-Terrorism/ Force Protection services for Army and Air Force posts all over United States Army Europe.  


see VISITORS page 3


	





ID PLEASE! SSG Randall Wright of Champaign, IL, a member of A CO 2-130 Infantry checks IDs at the back gate of Pulaski Barracks in Kaiserslautern.  (Photo by Barbara Toner 415th BSB)
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TEAMS from page 1


	


Gallagher won by default.


	In other action at Hohenfels, company members took a runner-up trophy in a post power lifting competition.  SGT Wilfredo Vera, SPC Kenneth Baier, and SPC Nicholas Shervino all had good showings and contributed to the days competition.


	The  Charlie Bowling team brought home the first place trophy  at the Company Level Bowling Tournament on March 27th.  The awards won on that day were the First Place Trophy, Men’s High Game Plaque and Men’s High Series Plaque.  SGT Spade took the plaque for men’s high series with a 628, and SPC Hubert took the plaque for men’s high game with a 260.


	The Charlie Volleyball team wrapped up its season last Wednesday night placing third.    Charlie Company is also forming two softball teams and a golf team for the spring leagues, and is also planning to take part in the chess tournament.  


	“We are kicking butt and taking names,”  said Company First Sergeant Daniel Manypenny.  “It is our goal to take away and come home with all trophies that we possibly can.  We are Charlie Company!”








PFC Rasmussen says…





“I like the cheese tortellini MRE above the others.  I just like the flavor better than the other MREs.”





“TRAILBLAZER” looking for soldiers stories and pics





PASS THE WORD!-  The “Trailblazer” is currently looking for soldiers who will submit pictures and articles for future ‘Trailblazer’ issues.  There is a lot happening out there, and we want to get the word out.


Send your stories, photos, and ideas to  CPT Hickerson at tfbdesmo@26asg.heidelberg.army . mil or call at DSN 378-3241 or channel ideas and photos through your Battalion S1.








C Co 1-131 Teams Take Top Honors in ASG Rec Leagues





HOHENFELS, GE- Charlie Company 1st BN 131st Infantry is making a name for itself in Hohenfels, Germany.  The unit, who is assigned to the 100th ASG as Santa Fe force protectors have won several trophies taking part in post recreational activities.


	On April 6th, the Charlie Boxing team won the Commander’s Cup trophy.  Members of the team were SSG James Frick, SGT Christian Larkin, SPC Jonathon Jackubowski, SPC Bryan Spreitzer, SPC James Gallagher, and SPC Lawrence Lalumendier.    Larkin   took   first   place   in   his   division   and   


see TEAMS page 2





WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE MRE & WHY?





 PFC Christopher Rasmussen


Task Force 1-137
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 


AROUND THE ASG’s





DATE	EVENT		LOCATION	COST	     


Apr.  20	Rock Climbing	Ludwigshafen	$35


	Indoor Basic Top


	Rope Climbing


Apr. 20	Parachuting	Neustadt		$195


	1st Jump Static-line


Apr.20-21	Deep Sea Fishing	Den Helder,	$85


			Holland		


Apr.27-28	White Water	Altensteig, 	$75


	Kayaking		Black Forest


May 4	Rock Climbing	Schreisheim	$35


	Basic Top-Rope 


	Climbing


May 11	Parachuting	Neustadt		$195


	1st Jump Static-line





For more information, call or contact Outdoor Recreation at DSN- 388-9282 or  civilian 06202-51193, or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Mendozam@26asg.heidelberg.army.mil" ��Mendozam@26asg.heidelberg.army.mil�








Words from


the ‘TOC’





CSM Vernon  Balvanz


Task Force Santa Fe


Command Sergeant Major





TASK FORCE IRON MEN!- The Marathon Team poses for a picture in front of the Arc de Triumph in Paris last weekend.  In the picture are (from right to left)  2LT Michael Eastridge, 1LT Lee Babcock, SSG David Palasz, CPT Kevin Emerick, MAJ Paul Hastings, CPT Chuck Pursh, and SGT Joseph Bray.  





WORDS TO REMEMBER…





	These are the words of a retired Marine Master Gunnery SGT. Ed Evans…





I Will NOT Forget!


I sat in a movie theater watching “Schindler’s List”, I asked myself “Why?”


Now I know why.


I sat in a movie theater, watching “Pearl Harbor” and asked myself, “Why weren’t we prepared?”


Now I know why.


Civilized people cannot fathom, much less predict, the actions of evil people.


On September 11th, dozens of capable airplane passengers were overpowered by a handful of poorly armed terrorists because they did not comprehend the depth of hatred that motivated their captors.


On September 11th, thousands of innocent people were murdered because too many Americans naively reject the reality that some nations are dedicated to the dominance of others.  Many political pundits, pacifists and media personnel want us to forget the carnage.  They say we must focus on the bravery of the rescuers and ignore the cowardice of the killers.  They implore us to understand the motivation of the perpetrators.  Major television stations have announced they will assist the healing process by not replaying devastating footage of the planes crashing into the Twin Towers.


I will not be manipulated!


I will not pretend to understand!


I will not forget!


Living without LIBERTY is NOT living!


	





Members of Task Force Santa Fe,


	I am proud of each one of you!  You are the epitome of the citizen soldier.  The people of the USAREUR communities are extremely happy that you are here.  I have received countless compliments on your professionalism and performance.


	While you are here, take advantage of the time and facilities to improve your physical conditioning.  Why not try a Volksmarch?  They are a wonderful way to experience the German countryside while also participating in a physical activity.


	Haircut, shined boots, properly adjusted field gear and pressed uniform present you in your best light.  Your fellow soldiers, civilians, and THE ENEMY notice your high standards and readiness.


	Your shifts are grueling with monotonous work.  Conditions are often less than the best.  Do not allow the standards to slip!


	Stay focused on the task at hand.


	Again, I commend You for the job you do each day.  Keep up the good work!


	EVER VIGILANT!











VISITORS FROM WASHINGTON- Mr. Craig Duehring and Ms Patricia Walker visit with Task Force 1-178 BN Commander LTC Scott Thoele last week.





HHC 1-149 falls just short of 


ASG Basketball Champions





HANAU, GE- The 1-149 Basketball Team fell just short in their game against HHC 104th ASG 70-67 last week.


The game, against the  ASG  Champs,  was  a  close 


battle that resulted in 67-67 tie going into the final minutes of the game.  The 149, who was a 30-point underdog, pushed the game to the end until, a player from the 104th hit a three point shot with five seconds to go in the game to win the game with a final of 70-67.  


	According to the Headquarters Command Section, there will definitely be a rematch in the immediate future.








The TRAILBLAZER is published by soldiers, for the soldiers of TASK FORCE SANTA FE





TAKE A HIKE!


Volksmarche Calendar





Weekend of April 20-21


Obershausen- This event is west of Giessen and Wetzlar in the Westerwald region.  Follow B-49 toward Limburg to the Hohnberg turn-off.  Head north on an unnumbered road through Niedershausen to the start.


	Start: Dorfgemeinschaftshaus Saturday: 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. (5 and 10 km) and 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. (20 km).  





Weekend of April 27-29


Bockenau- This walking and bicycling event is due west of Bad Kreuznach on the year round permanent Hunsruck trail system.  


	Start: Bockenauer-Schweiz-Halle Saturday 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. (6 and 10 km) and 7 a.m.- 2 p.m.. Walkers are awarded a pair of porcelain figurines.
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VISITORS from page 1





According to TF Santa Fe Commander, COL Richard Todas, the common observation has been that the posts are very happy with the job of the soldiers, and that they sleep better at night knowing who is on the job.


	He also remarked that Santa Fe’s services have alleviated units the issue of providing force protectors while still trying to do their regular daily tasks.  


	“That has lifted a great burden for USAREUR.  They now can perform their tasks at hand,” Todas said.


	Current work for the Task Force leadership has been the planning and the implementation of the demobilization operations plan for Santa Fe units.  


	“Our current plan is that all Santa Fe soldiers are redeployed by mid-August.”  LTC Steven Shelton said.  Shelton is the Chief of Staff for Task Force Santa Fe.





see PLAN page 4





CHARLIE WARRIORS-  The Charlie 1-131 Infantry’s Boxing  Team cleaned house in the 100th ASG Tournament.  On the team are (Kneeing) SPC Bryan Spreitzer, (Standing L-R) SSG James Frick, SPC Jonathan Jackubowski, SPC James Gallagher,  and SGT Christian Larkin.





Task Force Iron Men


Run in Paris Marathon





PARIS, FRANCE- Task Force Santa Fe sent 10 Illinois runners to the Paris Marathon on Sunday, April 7th in Paris, France.  


	Out of 24,025 registered finishers, the task force iron men finished mostly in the upper half of the field.  The top performer for Santa Fe was CPT Chuck Pursh who completed the race with a time of 3:13.49.  


	“The 10 member team has been in training for the event since being deployed to Germany.” Pursh said.  “Of the 10 marathoners, six of them are either currently assigned or formerly assigned to Charlie Company 1-178 Infantry in Northern Illinois.”


see MARATHON TEAM page 4





PLAN from page 3





	The plan tries to hold the units to 179 days in country as they perform their relief in place mission with the follow-on units from the Pennsylvania National Guard, “Keystone Division”.


	COL Todas summed up our service in Operation Enduring Freedom by stating, “remember that we are serving our nation, state, and family.  Our service has kept the enemy away and at bay.”   


	“This deployment is about protection.  We are protecting our nation, states, and families from terrorism and those that threaten our Freedom.”








MARATHON TEAM from page 2





	Individual results for the team had Pursh leading with a time of 3:13.49, MAJ Paul Hastings pursuing with a close 3:22.54, SGT Joseph Bray right behind with a 3:25.26, 2LT Michael Eastridge with 3:35.06, 1LT Lee Babcock at 3:41.53, CPT Kevin Emerick with 3:51.11 and SSG David Palasz running a 4:06.03.  Other Santa Fe soldiers taking part in the Paris Marathon were 1LT Kurt Merseal, SGT Zach Thomas, and SPC Daniel Tobin.


	“I really enjoyed running in the marathon,”  said SGT Bray.  “This is something that I have never done.  I set my goal and reached it.”

















	





SHAKE, RATTLE & KARAOKE!- SPC Seth Morse rocked the crowd at the German American Friendship Festival in Manheim last week.  Voted by the crowd, Morse won $200 at the Karaoke Contest over 40 contestants.  








PFC Tchad Dvorak


Task Force 1-137
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