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MID-TERM GUIDANCE WANTS SOLDIERS TO STAY VIGILANT
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PFC Dvorak says…





“My favorite MRE is the dried beef with gravy.  I have only had this a couple times since basic training and really like it  because it is rare and different from the run of the mill MREs.”





SOLDIERS VOLUNTEER 


AS MENTORS TO STUDENTS
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NFL PLAYERS VISIT SOLDIERS-  Eddie George, running back for the Tennessee Titans, signs an autograph for  SPC Todd Hyatt.  Hyatt is assigned to HHC 1-149 in home based in Barbaurville, Kentucky.  





PFC Rasmussen says…





“I like the cheese tortellini MRE above the others.  I just like the flavor better than the other MREs.”





“TRAILBLAZER” looking for soldiers stories and pics





PASS THE WORD!-  The “Trailblazer” is currently looking for soldiers who will submit pictures and articles for future ‘Trailblazer’ issues.  There is a lot happening out there, and we want to get the word out.


Send your stories, photos, and ideas to  SFC Mueller at tfbdesmo@26asg.heidelberg.army . mil or call at DSN 378-3241 or channel ideas and photos through your Battalion S1.








MAJ Ron Meredith, 1-178 IN S3, watches the soldiers from B CO 2-130 IN perform force protection measures at the front gate at Sullivan Barracks in Mannheim.    Looking on is Platoon Leader 1LT Kurt Merseal and an unidentified soldier.





WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE MRE & WHY?





 PFC Christopher Rasmussen


Task Force 1-137
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 


AROUND THE ASG’s





DATE	EVENT			LOCATION	COST	     


May 4	Rock Climbing Basic 		Schreisheim	$35


	Top-Rope Climbing


May 11	Parachuting		Neustadt		$195


	1st Jump Static-line





For more information, call or contact Outdoor Recreation at DSN- 388-9282 or  civilian 06202-51193, or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Mendozam@26asg.heidelberg.army.mil" ��Mendozam@26asg.heidelberg.army.mil�








Words from


the ‘TOC’





�





HONORING A FALLEN HERO-  CPT John Moreth, Company Commander for C CO 1-178 IN (Illinois)  visits his uncle’s grave at the American Soldier’s Cemetery in Luxembourg.  Moreth’s uncle, SGT Jean W. Young was killed October 5, 1944 while serving with the 66th Regiment, 2nd Armor Division fighting in the European Theater.





BIKING ALONG THE RHINE EVENT MAY 5th





MAINZ, GE- The cities of Worms and Mainz will be conducting the very popular “Biking Along the Rhine” bicycle event on May 5th. 


On this particular day only bicycles are allowed on the road between Worms and Mainz.  You can ride the entire distance from Worms to Mainz or vice versa, which would be a total of 40 kilometers.  


Along the route, there will be different stops providing food and drink and entertainment for the entire family.  It’s an open event and not al all a competitive bike race.


Start of this event is at 1000 hrs in either Mainz-Laubenheim at the Laubeheimer Park and Herrnsheim Castle at Worms.  Registration is not needed.  





LTC Scott Thoele


TASK FORCE 1-178 IN


Battalion Commander





As we close the month of April, our third month in Europe, I want to remind you all that we are only one-half done with our Force Protection Mission.  Now is not the time to be complacent!


Everyone is in a routine and has become somewhat comfortable.  As the violence has escalated in the Middle East, the threat to U.S. military personnel and posts in Europe remains very real.


DON’T LET YOUR GUARD DOWN!


There are too many people here in Europe depending on us to do our force protection job well.  We also have family and loved ones back in the states that want us home safely and in one piece.


Now that we have started down the home stretch of our deployment, I encourage each of you to visit as much of Europe that you possibly can.  This is a once in a lifetime opportunity for most of us.  Stay in a group and avoid places you know could be trouble.  Be aware of your surroundings as you visit various cities and most likely your trip will be enjoyable and incident free.  


Remember to watch your consumption of alcohol.  Almost all of our personnel problems are alcohol related.  It is okay to enjoy the cuisine and beverages of our host countries.  Just don’t over do it.  Don’t be an “ugly American” to our European hosts.


	COLD STEEL!





TASK FORCE SANTA FE BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, GERMERSHEIM, GE- Now that Task Force Santa Fe is now reaching the half-way point of the deployment, soldiers are encouraged to stay vigilant while performing force protection duty.


	“I want to encourage our soldiers to remain on their guard as they move into the last half of the mission,”  said CSM Vernon Balvanz.  “Soldiers must overcome the temptation of falling into the trap of complacency.”


	Balvanz added that the soldiers   must also remember that they have set a standard of excellence while serving here, and to finish the race strong.


	Task Force Headquarters is currently looking for soldiers to re-deploy around the end of July as long as the world situation does not presently change.  


	Current re-deployment operations and plans have units from Task Force Santa Fe demobilizing back through Fort Stewart, GA before moving back to their home station. 





KENTUCKY SOLDIER WINS CONTEST





HANAU, GE- SPC Cloyd Rodkey took onion eating


to a new level last  week  at  Sapper’s  Inn.   Rodkey,  


who   is   a   Chaplain’s   assistant   for   1-149  from 


Kentucky, was chosen to take part in the challenge.


	On  the  command  to  “Go”,  Rodkey  fired 


into his onion,  taking  bite  after  bite,  watching  his 


competition  chewing  away at their onions.  Rodkey


showed  no mercy  taking chunks out of his prey and 


chewing in record time.


	As the competition intensified, Rodkey sped up to meet the challenge for the win.  He was given a 414th BSB coin by the BSB Commander and also earned a free ticket to Holiday World, not to mention kissable breath for the rest of the day. (Story by SPC Hyatt)





The TRAILBLAZER is published by soldiers, for the soldiers of 


TASK FORCE SANTA FE





NFL PLAYERS VISIT KENTUCKY FORCE PROTECTORS IN HANAU 





HANAU, GE- With NFL Europe in full swing, the Hanau area received an unexpected visit from NFL Commissioner Paul Taglibu and Tennessee Titan running back Eddie George.  


	The two came to Wolfgang Kaserne to promote the new NFL Europe league gaining momentum in Central Europe, and also say thanks to the men and women of the Armed Forces.  They also signed autographs.  The commissioner briefly discussed the future of NFL Europe, and commented on teams in the area.


	Jerome Bettis, from the Pittsburgh Steelers,  was also visiting soldiers in the Frankfurt area





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





SPC Cloyd Rodkey





C CO 1-131 IN still


Taking No Prisoners in Post Intramurals





HOHENFELS, GE- Charlie Company 1-131 Infantry is still dominating the intramural program in the 100th ASG.


	SGT Michael Spade represented the company in the 2002 USAREUR Bowling Championships as a part of the Hohenfels post team.  Spade took the All events title and is heading to bowl in the 2002 ABC/WIBC Masters/ All Stars Championship tournament next month.


	Charlie’s chess team also took first place honors and took the Commander’s Cup Trophy.  SPC Johnny Strapp took third place individually, but the team’s overall team total gave them the tournament title.








WORLD DIPLOMACY- Task Force Santa Fe Commander Richard Todas met with Hans Hanlein, the Mayor of Germersheim last week at the Germersheim Stadthaus.





VOLUNTEERS from page 1





	According to 1SG Craig Arnold, Company A 101st Military Intelligence BN, the mentoring program came about as an initiative from Wuerzburg American Elementary School in combination with the with the battalion and National Guard force protectors deployed in the area.


	“I do this at my daughter’s school back home in Kansas.  I have found that those kids who do succeed had some sort of mentor in the past.  This is also a good way to give back to the community,”  said CPT Ron Boyer.  Boyer is the S3 Air for 2-137 IN BN from Kansas City, Kansas.  Boyer’s civilian job is as  a 911 dispatcher.


	Boyer added, “mentoring reinforces that school is important, that listening to teachers is important.  It’s all about helping children become better little citizens.  Some of this is geared to children of single parents, and we focus on the whole person concept.  We just spend time with the student.”


	Soldiers that are interested in the “Mentor Program” can call their local schools for more information.





PRICELESS TIME- CW2 Daniel Spaulding reads with a student from Wuerzburg American Elementary School in the 98th ASG.  Spaulding is one of many soldiers who are volunteering with students in schools in Germany.
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PFC Tchad Dvorak


Task Force 1-137





GERMANY-  Force Protection isn’t the only mission soldiers are doing while deployed to Europe.


	Soldiers have meshed with their communities and taken part.  Volunteerism has been a very popular way to spend off time.


Santa Fe soldiers from 1-137 Infantry (Kansas), deployed to Wuerzburg, have been volunteering in the post Department of Defense School System.





	“We have been working with a 3rd grade class for the most part.”  CPT Paul Waters said.  “We get a chance to read and work with the kids.  I really enjoy my time with them.”  Waters serves as the S1 for the 1-137 Infantry Battalion.


	The mentorship program has involved many soldiers from all over the task force.   Soldiers have not only been reading to kids, but volunteering as tutors.


see VOLUNTEERS page 4 
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