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COLONEL GEHL L. HAMMOND

Col. Gehl L. Hammond is commander, 126th Air Refueling Wing, Scott Air Force Base, Ill.  As commander, he serves as the senior officer responsible for an Illinois Air National Guard wing of 10 KC-135E aircraft and 873 personnel.  His wing executes worldwide mobility operations, including both air refueling and airlift, and supports a wide range of conventional and nuclear plans.

The colonel received his commissioned from the USAF Academy in 1971.  He   then   attended Stanford University in Palo Alto, CA where he was awarded a masters degree in aeronautical/astronautical engineering the following year.  He was assigned to Reese AFB, TX for undergraduate pilot training, where he remained after graduation with the 54th Flying Training Squadron as an instructor/check pilot. In 1976 he transferred to the 4950th Test Wing at Wright-Patterson AFB, OH and was assigned to Test Engineering and worked as a Test Director/Instructor Pilot.  He was honorably discharged from active duty in 1978. 

The colonel joined the Illinois Air National Guard as executive officer for the 126th Consolidated Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, O’Hare International Airport Air Reserve Station, Ill. in 1986. He subsequently held positions as operations group commander, squadron commander, maintenance officer and flight test officer before assuming command of the 126th Air Refueling Wing in December of 2003.  

The colonel most recently oversaw the unit’s relocation from Chicago to Scott AFB, avionics upgrade to Pacer CRAG (Compass, Radar and Global Positioning), stand up of unit operations in support of operations NOBLE EAGLE, ENDURING FREEDOM and IRAQI FREEDOM, and the continue support during the nation’s Global War on Terrorism.

EDUCATION:

1971  Bachelor of science in engineering sciences, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colo.

1972  Master of science in  aeronautical/astronautical engineering, Stanford University, Palo Alto, Calif.

1976  Squadron Officers School 

1985  Master of business administration, Rosary College, Lake Forest, Ill.

1993  Air Command and Staff College 

1997  Air War College 

ASSIGNMENTS:

1. June 1971 - March 1972, student, Stanford University, Palo Alto, California

2. April 1971 - March 1973, student, undergraduate pilot training, Reese AFB, Texas

3. April 1973 - February 1976, instructor/check pilot, 54th Flying Training Squadron, Reese AFB, Texas

4. March 1976 - December 1978, test director/instructor pilot, 4950th Test Wing, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

5. July 1986 - December 1989, executive officer, 126th Maintenance Squadron, O’Hare International Airport Air Reserve Station, Illinois

6. January 1990 - December 1995, maintenance officer, 126th Maintenance Squadron, O’Hare International Airport Air Reserve Station, Illinois

7. December 1990 - April 1991, maintenance officer, 1712th Air Refueling Wing (P), Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

8. June 1995 - July 1999, commander, 126th Maintenance Squadron, O’Hare International Airport Air Reserve Station, Illinois

9. August 1999 – December 2003, commander, 126th Operations Group, Scott Air Force Base, Illinois

10. December 2003 – Present, commander, 126th Air Refueling Wing, Scott Air Force Base, Illinois

FLIGHT INFORMATION:

Rating: Command Pilot

Flight Hours: 14,500+
Aircraft Flown: T-38, C-131B, T-37, CE-500, B-727, KC-135E, B-717, B-757

AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

Meritorious Service Medal

Air Force Commendation Medal

Air Force Achievement Medal

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with silver oak leaf cluster

Combat Readiness Medal with three oak leaf clusters

National Defense Service Medal with two service stars

Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal

Southwest Asia Service Medal with two service stars

Armed Forces Service Medal with one service star

Air Force Longevity Service Award Ribbon with silver oak leaf cluster

Armed Forces Reserve Medal with hourglass

Small Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon with one device

Air Force Training Ribbon

Kuwait Liberation Medal, Saudi Arabia

Kuwait Liberation Medal, Kuwait

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

Second Lieutenant Jun 9, 1971

First Lieutenant Dec 9, 1972

Captain Jun 9, 1974

Major Jan 3, 1990

Lieutenant Colonel Nov 5, 1994

Colonel Oct 6, 2000
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