January's Drill Weekend

 Warning Order

   ISSUE DATE: 2 January 2003

NOTE:  This newsletter is going to everyone this month. However, the responsibility of ensuring this information is received is that of the first line leaders.

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION:

DRILL DATES:

11-12 JAN 2003:
CD-SAD

8-9 FEB 2003:

MAINT STX

8-9 MAR 2003:
MED STX TU

11-13 APR 2003:
IWQ

10-11 MAY 2003:
Medical Olympics

13-15 JUN2003:
FSB MEDEX

11 JUL 2003:

UTA Before AT

AT: 12-26 July 03:
Ft. McCoy, WI

BE MAKING YOUR PLANS NOW TO 

ATTEND ANNUAL TRAINING.

9-10 AUG 2003:
Post AT Requirements

13-14 SEP 2003:
Train Up BN Games TY04

WEEKEND INFORMATION: 

· Friday 10 January 2003:

1900 hrs: Leaders Assembly: 

Uniform: Civilian/APFTs - Orderly Room

· Saturday 11 January 2003:

0730 hrs: Formation

Uniform: BDUs/APFT - Drill Floor

· Sunday 12 January 2003:

0700 hrs: Formation 

Uniform: BDUs - Drill Floor

RECORD APFT JAN03:

Listed below are those individuals who still need to complete the APFT.  APFT will be conducted directly after 1st formation on Saturday. Uniform for 1st formation is APFT:

SPC Small - Record

SPC Vieira-Record





Weigh Ins: Also the following people will be in APFT uniform for the 1st formation to do their weigh in:

SPC Banks


SGT Bowser

PVT Bland


PVT Bratcher

SGT Campos


PVT Geving

PFC Gilman


PV2 Gower

PVT Millinger


SGT Perkins

PV2 Rathbone


PFC Sturgill

PFC Patterson


SPC Campos

SPC Spickard, Ang

SPC Rentfro

SPC Smith 




BN Ball & Leader's Forum: Come drill, we will be about 6 weeks out from the Battalion Ball and TY03 Leader's Forum.  A huge thank you goes out to those making a difference this year with coordination and fundraising.  Speaking of which, please bring in all money raised regarding the raffle tickets and candy sales this month.  This will be imperative to determine costs for the ball.  1SG Arvizu will be collecting and verifying his lists 1st thing Saturday morning.  

Flyers have been out since December's drill and will be available again this month at the unit.  It will also be available on the website shortly.  February 18th is the deadline to get your reservations for the meal in to the unit.  February 1st is the deadline to get reservations for a room at the Crowne Plaza.  Call early, HQ-A has already been forwarding theirs.  

Entertain this year is called the BN Feud.  Based on the television show - Family Feud, each company will have 2 teams of 5 members and will compete with the other units on a round robin - elimination type basis.  Coordinated through HQA - this should be entertaining!! 

ADNINISTRATIVE NEWS (cont.):

Battalion Ball & Leadership Forum:
During years' past and again this year - the Leader's Forum and the BN Ball go hand in hand.  If you are scheduled to attend the Leader's Forum, then it is expected that you will be attending the BN Ball.  The reason for this is that the orders you are placed on will reimburse you for the room at the hotel and partial per-diem will take care of meal costs for 2 days.  You essentially break even as far as costs go and attend the BN Ball for no out-of pocket expenses.   It isn't the whole purpose of the Leader's Forum, but it does assist with helping those who wouldn't go because of the cost.  

FUTURE MEDICAL SUPPORT MISSIONS:

· 12 Jan 03:  APFT Support

RTI, Springfield, IL  0430-1300

2 Medics, 1 Box

(SGT Brown & SGT Billington)

· 23 Jan 03:  Boy Scout 1ST Aide Support

Springfield, IL   1700 - 1930 hrs

4 medics, Selected Equipment

Extra money available

· 26 Jan 03:  APFT Support

RTI, Springfield, IL  0430-1300

2 Medics, 1 Box

(SGT Billington & ______________________)

· 9 February 03:  APFT Support (drill)

Paris, IL  0800 hrs

Decatur, IL 1300 hrs

2 medics/1 Box

(SPC Smarjesse/_________________________)

· 8 March 03: Range Support (drill)

65th TCB, Springfield Range Complex

2 Medics/1 Box

(__________________&__________________)

Reminder to leaders - If you have someone that must split a drill - These dates are a priority fill - first, before all others. (Those that aren't already on one of our drill weekends, that is.)

IL ARNG Education Program:  I am going to leave this section in for another month.  I have booklets explaining each program in detail at the unit, be sure to pick one up at drill for your files at home. The IL-ARNG Education Program consists of the following:

· Federal Tuition Assistance

· Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education Support (DANTES)

· Distance Learning (DANTES TA)

· Illinois National Guard Grant

· Credit-By-Examination

· Montgomery GI Bill

The ARNG Education program is applicable to AGR and traditional soldiers.  The primary objective and priority of funding is an undergraduate degree for all soldiers.  

To receive any education benefits, a member must be in good standing and in an active drilling status.  For more information on the particulars of the IL ARNG Education Program - request a copy of Program Policy PRZ-LOG Number 02-01.  

The IL-ARNG Military Pay Branch: I believe everyone in the unit is aware of the new policy regarding the pay branch, but in case not, here it is:

Due to the overwhelming volume of calls if everyone was allowed to call pay branch, service members who are experiencing pay problems are expected to call their unit of assignment for assistance.  Unit POCs are required to contact the payroll office by email and problems will be addressed within 48 hours.  IF a soldier contacts the pay branch without contacting the unit first, pay branch will redirect their calls to the unit POC first.

And there is always the E/MSS (Employee/Member Self Service) website that allows you to view your pay account with DFAS.  This website allows you to update pay information, addresses, view and print LESs.  For anyone who has had trouble accessing this information, see me at drill.  I have written instructions on what you need to do. 

Camp Lincoln Fitness Facility:

I don't know how many people this will apply to, so this information is distributed for "FYI" purposes, in case a problem should ever arise.

The fitness faculty here at Camp Lincoln has recently undergone some major renovations and new equipment installation.  Located on the 1st floor of the armory, it is available to the following personnel:

· Active IL-ARNG military personnel (M-Day/AGR/ADSW).

· Fulltime DMAIL State Employees

· Fulltime Federal Technicians

· Other military personnel while stationed at Camp Lincoln.

No other persons than those mentioned above are authorized to include family members.  The reason is because there is no staff to supervise as assist personnel, nor funds to repair the equipment.

Family Care Plans:

Last month several people were required to complete their family care plans.  The following soldiers need to return their certified documentation this month:

PFC Beeching


SPC Mooney

SGT Billington

PFC Sturgill

SGT Genovese

SSG Lollis

SSG Reagan


SGT Campos

PFC Herboth


SPC Lacy

SPC Rentfro


SPC Rumsey

Training News:

Weekend Highlights:

(Other than usual requirements)

SATURDAY:

· Physical Examinations

· Red Cross Blood Drive

· Medical Sustainment Training

· Common Task Testing

· SL1 - Maintain Protective Mask

· SL4 - Risk Management Process

· NCODP - Commo Exercises

· SSG Diskey/SPC Penley

· ODP - Establsih Unit HQs Area

· CDT Scott/CDT Bucher (?)

· Remedial PT (New Program)

SUNDAY:

· Civil Disturbance/State Active Duty Training

· 91W Program Brief

· Required of all 91 series personnel requiring transition & medical professional

· Squad Time/Training for squad time 

Many of you may be wondering what squad time is - this is a new concept devised from a few proactive individuals and will be a requirement of all squads.  Each month on Sunday afternoon the squad leader (and assistant squad leaders) will be responsible for the training of his/her squad in whatever area of training maybe lacking:

· Common Task Skills (not necessarily testing)

· MOS specific skills

· Driving skills 

· Non-Specific soldiering skills

Squad leaders will also be responsible for turning in a section workplan and evaluations each month covering this specific timeframe and the subject matter covered.  Binders are going to be developed soon to assist squad leaders with documentation and tracking of their soldiers training.  Counselings, whether it is positive or negative, will also be apart of this binder.

The unit has some very good squad leaders, good squad leaders and some squad leaders that need a little help.  This is in an effort to get the Jr. NCOs more involved with their soldiers and their training and give them a little more of the responsibility of producing quality soldiers.

There will be an informational brief on this concept this weekend.  All leaders and potential leaders should plan on attending this.  

SUPPLY NOTES:

· Those individuals required to clear because of AWOLS or transfers please ensure your equipment is here.  And as a reminder to everyone - ALL equipment should be kept in your locker unless you have permission from the commander to take it home.

· All individuals will be signing clothing records.  

CLOSING MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDER:

I hope all of you had a great holiday and all is well.   As you know January 2003 is here which brings on new horizons and objectives.   We have been out of the uniform for 5 weeks and it's time to put it back on and focus on the next 14 days of training till Annual Training. Prior to getting to Annual Training we must put some emphasis on

Leadership Forum and the BN ball.   All I ask that we regroup and bring in the Candy Money and

the Raffle tickets Money which will be collected Saturday morning formation.  This is necessary

on the success of the BN Ball and will set the standard for all future BN formal gathering.   I look

forward to seeing all of you.

MAJ Prescott

