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Capt Philip Shelton

It is with pleasure that I introduce the first edition of the EEO/Diversity newsletter.  In the year and 4 months that I have been the SEEM I have been challenged to learn the nuances of Technician and Army Guard.  During that time I have enjoyed working with some very unique and interesting people who are valuable to the Illinois National Guard mission.  

2002 has been declared the National Guard year of Diversity.  So, there will be many exciting events that will take place throughout the year.  To start we have a very dynamic guest speaker scheduled for African American History month.  Mr. John Gray will present his perspective on history as it relates to Diversity and race relations.  Also former State Command Sergeant Major Allen J. Kirkpatrick will be presenting the history of the 178th Infantry.  So be prepared to attend an eye opening presentation that will challenge our views on race.
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In April 1968 the nation was focused on the Lorraine Motel. It was the year that 

Dr. Martin Luther King the leader of the civil rights movement was assassinated. This event plunged the Lorraine Motel in to an economic down turn until it was foreclosed in 1982.

A group of local businessmen formed the Martin Luther King Memorial Foundation to preserve the historic site. They were able to purchase the hotel in December 1982. During the next five years the foundation concerned themselves with raising consciousness about this historical site and fundraising.

The Lorraine Civil Rights Foundation held an official ground breaking in 1987 and on September 28,1991, the National Civil Rights Museum opened it doors to visitors.

The National Civil Rights Museum exists to assist the public in understanding the lessons of the Civil Rights Movement and its impact and influence on the human rights movement worldwide, through its collections, exhibits, research and educational program. It chronicles the history of the civil rights movements: 1600’s-present. The facility includes a Museum Shop, Gallery, Auditorium, 19 Exhibit Halls, Archives, and Library. 
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African American Heritage Month 

is celebrated each February to affirm, recognize and appreciate the rich heritage, struggles, achievements, progress and diversity of African American peoples.

An African American scholar, Dr. Carter G. Woodson, created and promoted Negro History week in February 1926. Dr. Woodson chose the second week in February because it marked the birthday of two men who greatly impacted the African American population. Abraham Lincoln, the signer of the document granting slaves freedom, the Emancipation Proclamation. Frederick Douglas, an ex-slave and abolitionist.

February is also a significant month for African Americans which include the birthdays of W.E.B. Dubois, Langston Hughes, and Eubie Blake; the founder of the NAACP and the seating of the first African American Senator, Hiram R. Revels. The National Association for the Advancement of Colored people (NAACP) was founded.  In 1976, the weeklong celebration was expanded to one month.

African Americans started their long tradition of serving in the Virginia National Guard in February 1872. The first black unit established was the “Attucks Guard” located in Richmond, Virginia. It was the first of 20 units established in following ten year span.
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1. _______ performed the first successful heart operation in 1893.

2. _______ invented the automatic stop sign which are used today worldwide.

3. ______ invented the lasting machine in 1883 which revolutionized the shoe making business.

4. ______ established innovative procedures in pediatric neurosurgery, performed successful separation of Binder Siamese twins joined at the back and head.

5. _______ was the first African American  general in the Army.

6. _______ Tuskegee airman who flew over 178 combat missions in Korea and Vietnam and became the first African American four star general.

7. ______ became a world famous poet. Her first book, Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral, published 1773, was the first book published by a African American.

8. _______ at the age of 25, with no buildings, no land, no teachers and only $2,000 he founded Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute. 

9. _________, abolitionist, diplomat, and newspaper editor, was the foremost African American leader of the 19th century.

10. ________ work resulted in the development of 300 derivative products from peanuts and 118 from sweet potatoes.

Answers

1.    Daniel Hale Williams

2.   Garret Morgan

3.   Jan Ernst Matzeliger

4.   Benjamin Carson

5.   Benjamin O. Davis Sr.

6.   Daniel “Chappie” James  

7.   Phyliss Wheatley

8.   Booker T. Washington 

9.   Frederick Douglass

10. George Washington Carver

     ******* REMEMBER*******
The Employee Assistance Program is available for members of the National Guard or their family members who may require assistance in dealing with a difficult situation by calling 1-800-223-2515.


               Mark your calendar!

    Remember 2002 is the year of    

                       Diversity.

We will have a program for Black History Month on 26 February 2002 starting at 1030 at the RTI 2nd floor class room

March is Women’s History Month.  

We will have a program in celebration of Women’s history scheduled on 25 March 2002.

8th Infantry
Illinois National Guard Association

The Lineage and Honors of the 178th Infantry have a special place in military history. That history is the record and stories of the unit’s birth, record of service and military honors.

The beginnings of the lineage of the 178th can be traced to the 16th Battalion, Illinois State Militia organized in 1873. Companies A and B of the 16th were organized 31 March and 1 April 1878 in Chicago. In addition, the Clark County Guards of Marshall and Cumberland County Guards of Greenup were also assigned to this battalion. 

Contemporary historical records do not make reference to activities prior to this time. It is significant in the life of any organization to remember other stories and written histories even though they may not be in the official record in Washington, D.C.

There are stories and references that elements of the 178th can be traced back to the 1870's with the formation of a "colored " militia organization, Hannibal Guard (1871). 

These men were not federally recognized or supported by the state. Their recognition came from their neighborhoods in the city of Chicago.

In 1873 the Cadet organization was formed as other members from other states joined bringing new ideas. Where the previous organization had been local this one had a broader vision. It is from these groupings that men came to be a part of the 16th Battalion. And so the birthday of this unit dates to 1878 when it was formally recognized.


Quote of the Month

Prejudgments become prejudices only if they are not reversible when exposed to new knowledge.


Gordon Allport, 1954

This publication will be distributed on a monthly basis.  If you have any questions or comments, please call Capt Philip Shelton at (217) 761-3518 DSN- 555, or email philip.shelton@il.ngb.army.mil
If you have any suggestions for improvements or topics that you would like to see covered please send me an email or call.
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