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35th SOLDIERS MAKING MOST

OF EUROPEAN TOUR OF DUTY
LARGEST UNIT DEPLOYMENT SINCE THE KOREAN WAR
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PROMOTED! Melissa Ashley is being promoted from PFC to SPC by Command Sergeant Major of the Army Jack Tilley.  Also pinning on her new rank is HHC 66th BDE 1st Sergeant Stephen Briscoe.





MWR offers many ways 


to relax while in Europe





HEIDELBERG, GE- Some people say when in Rome, do as the Romans do.  Well, the soldiers of Task Force Santa Fe are doing that exact thing.  They are making the best of their deployment to Europe seeing as much of the continent as they can.


	Trips back to the states are not the only destination for soldiers.  Soldiers have been hitting the country like wildfire and finding out that Europe has a lot to offer for the soldier in need of a little Moral Welfare and Resort.


	Many soldiers have found that the best mode of travel while in Europe has been the train system.  Weekend “Happy Passes” can be purchased for as little as $21 euro for a group of up to five wanting to take the train in Germany.  The pass is for local area trains known as DB trains.


	“We usually spend our weekends traveling around Germany,” said SGT Kelly Horne.  “The train is definitely the best way to get around!” 


See MWR page 2





Distinguished Visitors say Santa Fe is setting the standard for Force Protection





GERMERSHEIM, GE- Task Force Santa Fe has certainly had their share of distinguished visitors since arriving in mid-January.


	BG Ron  Mason, Assistant Division Commander (M) for the 35th ID expressed to soldiers during his visit how much he appreciated their personal sacrifice to make this mission a success.


	“I am very proud of the soldiers in the division,”  Mason said.  “They are making their mark for all National Guard units who serve our country.  They are certainly setting and exceeding standards of soldiering.  They are what being a ‘citizen soldier’ is all about.”


	MG David Harris was in the 66th’s wire last week checking on Illinois’ finest.  He visited Illinois soldiers deployed on anti-terrorism/ force protection missions all over the European Theater.


See DVs page 3
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MWR from page 1


	The Armed Forces in Europe offer several MWR opportunities for soldiers on the go.  Soldiers can take part in everything from snow skiing in the Alps to deep sea fishing off the coast of Netherlands.  For the Rambos of the group, each Area Support Group (ASG) offers outdoor fun such as paintball, skeet shooting, the teamwork tower and scuba diving.  


	For the sports minded person, each BSB offers a competitive sports program that that units can sign up as teams.  Some of the sports that are offered are softball and volleyball in the spring, and many fun runs scheduled on many different weekends.  


Each ASG offers a variety of MWR support for the soldier in need of rest and relaxation.  Some of these are USAREUR golf courses; many different bars, restaurants, and dance clubs; theater; rod and gun clubs; and post fitness centers.  For more information call or contact the local MWR office in the BSB. 


	“Many of us have been taking part in Volksmarches, trips, movies and shopping,”  SGT Heather Meyers said.  “It gives us a break from the day to day work load.”


	Make the most of your time in Europe and enjoy the history, culture and rest that our area has to offer.














PASS THE WORD- we need pictures and articles for the ‘Trailblazer’!  Send your stories, photos, and ideas to  CPT Hickerson at tfbdesmo@26asg.heidelberg.army . mil or call at DSN 378-3241.








THE HILLS ARE ALIVE WITH THE SOUND OF MUSIC!  SFC Gary Owens from 66th BDE takes time for some MWR in the Bavarian Alps of Germany.


     MWR trips and unit trips can be planned with the assistance of the battalion and brigade S1 sections.


    Make the most of your time while your here in Europe!





READY, AIM, FIRE!  SGT Heather Meyers, from Teutopolis, IL performs an immediate action drill with the M4 Rifle while training at the Heidelberg Rod and Gun Club.  SGT Jonathan Offerman led all enlisted in the rifle competition winning two movie passes to the Patrick Henry Village Movie Theater.








O’ BROTHER WHERE ART THOU? John and Andrew Beluso from C Co 1-178 Infantry work together on a security point at Mark Twain Village in Heidelberg.  The brothers are one of several sets of brothers deployed for Operation Enduring Freedom here in Europe.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 


AROUND THE ASG’s





DATE	EVENT		LOCATION	COST	      


Apr. 6	1st Aid/ CPR	Heidelberg		Staff Training


Apr. 9	Bike Maintenance	Heidelberg		$15


Apr.12-14	Swiss Adventure	Boltingen, 		TBD


	Rafting, Canyoning	Switzerland


	Hydrospeed Sailing			


Apr.  20	Rock Climbing	Ludwigshafen	$35


	Indoor Basic Top


	Rope Climbing


Apr. 20	Parachuting	Neustadt		$195


	1st Jump Static-line


Apr.20-21	Deep Sea Fishing	Den Helder,	$85


			Holland		


Apr.27-28	White Water	Altensteig, 	$75


	Kayaking		Black Forest





For more information, call or contact Outdoor Recreation at DSN- 388-9282 or  civilian 06202-51193, or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Mendozam@26asg.heidelberg.army.mil" ��Mendozam@26asg.heidelberg.army.mil�








Words from


the ‘TOC’





COL Richard Todas


Task Force Santa Fe


Commander





TASK FORCE SANTA FE COMMANDER, COL Richard Todas sending some lead down range last week at Heidelberg.  Any soldiers that are interested in MWR shooting can contact their ASG Rod & Gun Clubs.





FORCE PROTECTION IN ACTION!  Two Task Force Santa Fe Soldiers meet LTG Schultz  while on Anti-Terrorism/ Force Protection Duty.  The soldiers are assigned to 1-178 Infantry in Camp Darby, Italy.   LTG Schultz  is the Director of the Army National Guard.





	We spend this spring separated from our families and friends.  Each of us remembers home and our traditions of this season; Easter, Passover, or other celebrations.  We learned them from, and participated in them with, our parents, grandparents, families and communities.  The freedom and peace we enjoyed as we celebrated those seasons past, others purchased through service and sacrifice.  Your service now secures that same freedom and peace for those at home.


	Reflect a few moments on your accomplishments of the last 90 days, a rather short period of time.  You left your private pursuits, prepared your families for your absences, trained for an unfamiliar mission, and deployed thousands of miles from your homes.  Your duty performances as individuals and units impressed everyone and set new, higher standards at each post.  The enemy sees a determined force, prepared physically and mentally, for any confrontation.  You have thus far accomplished your mission of protection of American lives and resources in this theater beyond expectation.  I commend you.





See ‘Words from the TOC’ page 4








DV from page 1


	


Along with other  high ranking visitors, we have hosted LTG Schultz, who is the Director of the Army National Guard and BG Weir, the Assistant Division Commander of 35th Division.  Both also expressed how proud they were of the professionalism of the Task Force Santa Fe soldiers.


	We are expecting many more visitors in the future weeks.


	Keep up the great work!





Soldier saves life at Post Exchange





MANNHEIM, GE- SPC Stephen  Miller of B 2-130 Infantry  proved that quick thinking and great training is a part of being a soldier.  


	While at the Post Exchange in Mannheim, Miller came  to  the  aid  of  a          








female civilian who had fallen and lost consciousness due to a seizure.  Quickly reacting, he initiated emergency procedures by determining the civilian’s vital signs and taking action to prevent her from going into shock.  


	He then took charge of the scene and instructed a passing Sergeant Major to make notification for emergency personnel to respond.  


	SPC Miller was recognized by Task Force Santa Fe leadership with a well-earned ‘HOOAA’ and rewarded the Army Achievement Medal for his efforts.  Great Job, SPC Miller!
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‘Blackhawk’ foils possible ‘evil doer’





Spinelli Barracks- PV2 Aaron Robinson thought that February 21st was going to be just another day on Force Protection duty at Spinelli Barracks in Mannheim.  Boy, was he wrong.  





	While on duty, he discovered an illegal weapon during a vehicle search.  Robinson’s attention to detail and thorough knowledge and application of search procedures was directly responsible for stopping an illegal weapon from entering the installation.


	His cool-headed reaction kept a potentially dangerous situation under control while he confiscated the weapon and took part in the arrest of the driver of the vehicle.  In true Task Force Santa Fe form, he was rewarded the Army Achievement Medal for his professionalism and actions under a stressful situation.  Hats off to PV2 Robinson.





TASK FORCE SANTA FE’s 


TOP 10 THINGS TO LEARN 


WHILE DEPLOYED IN EUROPE





10.	Speaking louder and with an accent does 


	not make people understand you better.


9.	Don’t go to a museum and ask where “all


	the old stuff is”.


8.	Captains don’t mean squat at Brigade level.


7.	Kentucky soldiers really don’t elect their 


	officers.


6.	Watching “Hogan’s Heros” do not count 


	for a semester of German


5.	Unlike the American Transportation 


	system, German trains are always on time.


4.	Always sit on a towel at the bath house.


3.	European clothes are really cool!


2.	Karaoke Really is Fun!


1.	Beer is Considered a FULL Meal!





‘Words from the TOC’ from page 3





I charge you with two tasks during this season.


Re-dedicate yourselves to this mission.  Do not lose your focus or forget why you serve.


Celebrate your traditions of the Easter season and spring; and remember your families.


Each of you is an example of America at its finest.  I salute you!





COL Richard Todas


Commander, Task Force Santa Fe





SANTA FE FORCE 


PROTECTION NOTES


	Remember that Force Protection is why we are here.  Now that we are getting closer to the end, we need to stay the course and always remain focused on the mission at hand.  The Task Force Anti-Terrorism Force Protection Office at Headquarters will be making AT/FP command visits to sites in our area of operations.  Here are some of the tips that they have to offer:


*	Insure that soldiers follow the proper weapons clearing procedures in accordance with the tactical manual.  All clearing barrel sites should have instructions to follow.  


*	Make sure that the soldiers know the Rules of Engagement card and that they are understood.  Also be aware of any changes or updates.


Bottom line is to take care of each other so we all can get home.





Guarding the Gate





He just turned five, and his eyes were so sad.


Please tell me again mommy, about my dad.





Her heart almost breaks, as she hugs him so tight.


She tries not to cry, it takes all of her might.





Your father was a soldier, so proud and so true.


He did what he did, for me and for you





They sent him away, to a far distant land.


She remembered the past, while she held his small hand.





He fought for our country, and we should be proud.


And that’s why you hear me, at night pray out loud.





Your Daddy is in heaven, he gave up his life.


He did not want to leave his baby and wife





Many others like daddy, who answered the call.


Don’t make it home, in war they did fall.





I know at your age, it is so hard to see.


That what daddy did, is why we are free





Your dad still protects us, in a far away land.


But instead of a rifle, he’s holding God’s hand





So when the flag passes by, we will stand up real straight.


Because soldiers like daddy, are still guarding the gate.





by CSM Jay Rogers
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