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OPERATION





"We ask a lot of those who wear our uniform. We ask them to leave their loved ones, to travel great distances, to risk injury, even to be prepared to make the ultimate sacrifice of their lives. They are dedicated, they are honorable; they represent the best of our country. And we are grateful."�- Presidential Address to the Nation, October 7, 2001





 








The 15th Annual Illinois National Guard Family Readiness Conference will be held 23-25 April 2004.  The conference will be held at the Chancellor Hotel and Convention Center, 1501 South Neil Street, Champaign, IL.  We are combining our conference with the National Guard Association of Illinois Conference.  Attendees must submit the conference registration form and a registration fee of $25.00.  You must make your own hotel reservations at 1-800-257-6667 and mention the NGAI/Family Readiness Conference. 


Additional Information can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.il.ngb.army.mil" ��www.il.ngb.army.mil� under Family Readiness or by calling me at 217-761-3132 (w) or home at 217-253-9273.


I encourage each of you to attend if you can.  There will be lots of great information.
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2004 Family Readiness Conference





D CO 1/106th AVN REG BN


April 3rd 1:00- 4:00–  Rock Island Arsenal will speak on 2 issues 1.  Financial Planning and 2. Helping Children with Stress during Deployment.  Child Care Provided.


May - Pay office / Daycare Shower. Pay will speak on pay issues and Thrift Savings Plan.  We will also have a “Shower” for our childcare.  Everyone bring one gift for daycare.  Cake and games!  1 p.m.- 3 p.m. Child care will be provided.


June – FATHERS DAY EVENT!  Details to follow


Location for meetings will be STL Technology Partners, 501 S. Towanda Barnes Rd Bloomington, IL  





HHC 1/106th AVN REG BN


April 17th 1:00 PM Peoria facility on Airport Road. Melissa Smith from Central Illinois Access, Inc. will speak on computers for military families. Tentatively also will be someone to speak regarding the LES (pay stubs) and the VA since they cancelled in March will speak on Stress Management.





Post your FRG events…..Just email me at kelly.rund@il.ngb.army.mil





























Upcoming FRG Events





Daylight Saving Time Begins (April 4)


Don’t forget to move those clock hands ahead 1 hour at 2 AM.  Do you know who first dreamed up this time-changing strategy and why? Ben Franklin suggested the change as a way to make the most of the longer summer days.





National Wildlife Week (April 19th – 25th)  This week check out the wild things in your area with an observation hike or a nature scavenger hunt.  You can download and print out guides and check lists at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nwf.org/nationalwildlifeweek/2004" ��www.nwf.org/nationalwildlifeweek/2004� then head outside to see what critters your crew can discover.





National Arbor Day (April 30th) Celebrate this annual nod to trees by sizing up the biggest on in your neighborhood:  To learn more about National Arbor Day go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.arborday.org" ��www.arborday.org� 











Mission: To promote family readiness through improved communication, education, and the establishment of a mutual support network
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We are pleased to share with you that, Shades of Green at the Walt Disney World(r) Resort, will open its newly refurbished military recreation resort in phases throughout March 2004, with the first phase beginning today. As you may recall, this resort has been temporarily closed since March 2002, when all operations were moved to Disney's Contemporary Resort.





Shades of Green is owned and operated by the United States Army Community and Family Support.  Located near the Palm and Magnolia golf courses, it provides another affordable resort option for eligible Guests and their families on Walt Disney World Resort property.  Eligible Guests include active and retired military personnel, members of the National Guard and Reserves, Department of Defense civilians and their families. The Walt Disney World Resort has supported our military throughout our history.  We are very proud of the relationships we have developed, and we are delighted to share the magic of Disney with even more service men and women through Shades of Green.





Please cascade this information to your Cast Members to share with family, friends and Guests who meet the eligibility requirements.  More details about the refurbishment of Shades of Green can be found in the March 4issue of Eyes and Ears.  For general information on Shades of Green, visit  �HYPERLINK "www.shadesofgreen.org"��www.shadesofgreen.org� or call 1-888-593-2242. For Official Use Only - Privacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 552 A) protected. This message/communication may contain personal information which must be protected IAW DOD 5400.11R from unauthorized access/disclosure.























Shades of Green to Re-open 
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“Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and success of freedom”


           -John F. Kennedy 1961





	








 Pekin Yellow Ribbon Awareness Week. April 19-25th With ribbon making parties and Blankets of ribbons all over the city.


For additional information call Roy Bockler at 309-346-5808 or email at buckler@peoplesstatemanito.com





 March 28th PATS Meeting:


Where: 1407 NE Adams, Peoria, IL 3:00 PM





March 29th Red Cross/ Military Moms Blood Drive at North Woods Mall in Peoria from 2-8 PM. With all donations of money and care package items going to PATS














PATS - Peoria Area Troop Support Upcoming Events

















April Dates to Remember…












































Operation Hooah





Why do American Soldiers wear the U.S. Flag “backwards”?











ARLINGTON, Va. - Why do American soldiers wear the U.S. flag insignia "backwards" on the right shoulder of their utility uniforms, with the canton (the rectangle with the stars) on an observer's right? It's a question that soldiers hear frequently as they travel through civilian airports, or talk to members of other services. And it does look "wrong," because U.S. federal code calls for the


Canton to always be positioned to the left. The soldiers aren't wrong, however, and neither are their tailors, Lt. Col. Stanley Heath, an Army spokesman, explained in a Friday telephone interview. The Army actually has two authorized flag patches, one to be worn on the left shoulder, with the canton facing left, and another "reverse field" patch worn on the right, with the canton facing right. The two different orientations are mandated because Army regulations call for the flag "to be worn so that to observers, it looks as if the flag is flying against a breeze," Heath said.  What does a stiff wind have to do with this custom? In fact, the rule is a nod to the U.S. Army's early history, when wars were fought as a series of carefully choreographed battles -- two armies meeting on a field, clashing head-on until one side emerged victorious. In those battles, both mounted cavalry and infantry units would always designate one soldier as "standard bearer," to carry the Colors into the fight.  As the standard bearer charged, his rapid forward momentum would cause the flag to stream back. And since the Stars and Stripes is mounted with the canton closest to the pole, that section would always be forward. So if a soldier is charging into the battle, the flag would give the


appearance of forward motion. For the right shoulder, the flag only appears "backward." And that's why soldiers wear the flag patches on the right shoulder


"backward." Because retreat in battle, as any soldier will tell you, is not the Army way.





MSG Richard Puckett Public Affairs Adviser to the Sergeant Major of the Army Office of the  Sergeant Major of the Army 203 Army Pentagon (3B658)


Washington, DC 20310-0203
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"We confide in our strength without boasting of it; we respect that of others, without fearing it.”


- Thomas Jefferson 1793 








Deployed Troops Can Earn 10% Guaranteed
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WASHINGTON (Army news Service, March 3, 2004 – A Department of Defense program helps deployed troops tuck up to $10,000 of their income away and earn a guaranteed 10% interest on their savings annually.  Troops can participate in the Savings Deposit Program if they are assigned outside the United States and receiving Hostile Fire and Danger Pay.  Service members must serve 30 consecutive days in that assignment before making deposits into the fund.


Nearly 10,000 soldiers are currently participating in the program, said Roger Castillo, the program manager for the savings deposit program.  The last day to make a deposit into the fund is the date of departure from theater.  However interest will accrue up to 90 days after redeployment unless a withdrawal is requested, according to the DFAS fact sheet.  Service members can deposit more than $10,000 but interest will not accrue on any amount over the cap.   Withdrawing the money before redeploying is not authorized unless, the service member needs to make an emergency withdrawal.  Emergency requests must be for the health and welfare of a member or his family member.  And must be substantiated by a written request from the member’s commander.  


DFAS will post the SDP balance of active-component members to their Leave and Earnings Statement.


For additional information service members should contact their finance battalion.
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Send your ideas, photos, or any information you would like to share with the group to � HYPERLINK "mailto:ross.rund@netcare-il.com" ��kelly.rund@il.ngb.army.mil�, or give me a call at 217-761-3132


This is your newsletter and we want to hear from you.











5550 Ocean Trail Rd


Decatur, IL 62521





Phone:


Guard House


(217) 422-3687


FLIGHT FACILITY


(217) 422-3687








E-Mail:


ross.rund@netcare-il.com





We want to hear from you . . . 














66th Brigade





Links to the Internet








� HYPERLINK "http://www.guardfamilyyouth.org/" �www.guardfamilyyouth.org� National Guard Youth Online Community (great site)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.guardfamily.org/" �www.guardfamily.org� National Guard Family Program Online Community


� HYPERLINK "http://www.helmetstohardhats.com" ��www.helmetstohardhats.com�  Helmets to Hardhats opens a pipeline between military service and America’s best building and construction industry jobs.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.militaryliving.com" ��www.militaryliving.com�  Space available travel info


� HYPERLINK "http://militarywives.interliner.com/homepage/index2.cfm" ��http://militarywives.interliner.com/homepage/index2.cfm�    military discounts on cruises and resorts NOT AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 




















About Our Organization…





The Illinois National Guard, a joint Army and Air Force organization, operates under the Illinois Department of Military Affairs and is commanded by the Adjutant General, a two-star general appointed by the Governor.


The Illinois Army National Guard is approximately 10,000 strong, while the Illinois Air National Guard comprises about 3,200, for a combined strength of 13,200 members.  Under the Department of Defense plans, the Illinois National Guard stands shoulder-to-shoulder with the active duty components in providing our nations' defense capability.


The Illinois Army National Guard maintains 53 armories, one state headquarters facility, two outdoor weapons ranges, three training areas and 43 vehicle storage/maintenance buildings in 47 communities throughout the state.  The Illinois Air National Guard maintains large flying bases at two civilian airports and at one active US. Air Force Base.


Excerpt from Illinois Department of Military Affairs 2001-2002 Biennial Report














66th Brigade


5550 Ocean Trail Rd


Decatur, IL  62521-8778
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