
A dusty soldier lifts the brim of his hat and stares up at the tropical sun. He has marched with his bedroll slung over his left shoulder for several miles now, and he wonders if camp lies beyond the next ridge. He knows there is little in camp waiting for him besides some hardtack and maybe a cup of coffee, still he would like to get there and rest a while and maybe, just maybe stay out of the rain. -– The soldier here represents soldiers from all across Illinois. They answered the Nation’s call to arms as the Spanish-American War began in April of 1898, and many of these men found themselves marching the dusty roads of Cuba and Puerto Rico. Waging war is not always glorious work the days often are filled with marching long distances, with sleeping under scant shelters, of eating canned salmon and hardtack, and of cleaning camp. However, the work done by these soldiers is part of war, and part of the job of maintaining order after war. Illinois’ citizen soldiers may not have fought in pitched battles or stormed up San Juan Hill; they did though serve their nation and many died in this service. Illinois can be proud of the service of its citizen soldiers: the Illinois National Guard.


American interest in Cuba predated the war in 1898. In 1848, the U.S. government offered Spain the extraordinary sum of $100 million for Cuba. Cuba received attention from those attempting to separate the island from Spain. Some of these movements had their origins in liberal nationalist uprisings for independence, while others were supported by Southern and Cuban slave-holders who desired a united “empire”
 In 1868, a nationalist uprising took place in Cuba, leading to what came to be called the “Ten Years’ War”. According to Nofi, The Ten Years’ War was “the first modern guerrilla insurrection.” The War began as a small, band of whites and free men took to the hill country in the Oriente province. Within a month, nearly 12,000 rebels had taken up arms and controlled the towns of Bayamo and Holguin, and the uprising only increased in the months to come to include much of eastern Cuba. Due to problems within, Spain was slow to react to the uprising in Cuba. Gradually, Spanish forces on the island were built up and a blockade imposed. 


Cubans in New York supported the uprising with funds and men. Most importantly, they kept the rebellion alive in the American press in hopes of gaining sympathy and U.S. governmental action. However their efforts proved to have little affect on the official government policy. The U.S. kept true to its neutral position and continued to enforce laws on neutrality and foreign recruitment. However, in 1873, the Virginius, an American flagged steamer, attempted to land munitions and nearly 200 volunteers in Cuba. At approximately 2 p.m. on October 31, the Spanish blockader Tornado spotted the steamer. The Virginius attempted to outrun the Spanish monitor and steamed for Jamaica. The Tornado caught her 18 miles off of the Jamaican coast and escorted the Virginius back to Santiago. Authorities in Santiago sentenced some 50 people aboard the Virginius to death, and within a few days their execution had been carried out. 


The United States and Great Britian protested the actions of the Cuban authorities. The Virginius had been seized upon the high seas and the executions had been carried out without the respective governments being advised. The British sent a cruiser to Santiago, however, even this gesture did not prevent the execution of several British. The U.S. minister in Spain, Dan Sickles, asked Spain for reparations to the families of the deceased and for a formal apology. Initially, Spain balked at this proposal. President Grant advised Sickles to close the ministry in Spain if the Spanish government did not respond in a reasonable amount of time. As Sickles made preparations to close the ministry and thus sever diplomatic relations, the Spanish acceded to American demands and thereby defused the crisis. The Cubans’ hope of American intervention had disappeared for the present time. 


With the threat of American intervention seemingly neutralized, the Spanish increased their garrison in Cuba to nearly 70,000 men, and dispatched General Arsenio Martinez Campos. General Campos had served in the Spanish Civil wars of the mid-1800’s. Under his leadership, Spanish troops pursued Cuban rebels wherever they went. The end of the Ten Years’ War came in 1878 when the rebels agreed to lay down their arms in the town of Zanjon. The war cost the Spanish nearly 3700 men killed in action and almost 55,000 dead from disease. Cuban casualties for the war were never totaled, but it is estimated that numbers could easily surpass 150,000 if civilian deaths from disease and privation were factored.


On February 24, 1895, an insurrection began in Santiago, Cuba to overthrow Spanish rule. Cuban revolutionaries set out on a “scorched earth” policy against Spanish business. They hoped that by making Cuban investment unprofitable, the Spanish would pull out of Cuba. This proved to not be the case. On March 4, Governor-General Campos proclaimed Martial Law in Santiago, and by August, 50,000 Spanish troops were in Cuba.
 Under the leadership of revolutionaries such as Maximo Gomez and Antonio Maceo, the scorched earth policy continued. Gomez, who had formerly been Minister of War in the revolutionary government of the 1870’s, believed that the road to victory lay in the hands of American intervention.
 


By January 1896, 80,000 Spanish troops occupied Cuba and Governor- General Campos was replaced by Lt. General Valeriano Weyler y Nicolau.  The new Lt. General took an aggressive approach at pacifying the rebels. 

The Spanish government gave him carte blanche as far as military tactics were concerned, and because of his status as governor and commander-in-chief, Weyler did not have to deal with any potential civilian-military conflicts. He undertook the assignment with relish. An arrogant European with little respect for Cubans, whom he considered racially and culturally inferior, Weyler was anxious to demonstrate the military power of Spain and suppress the rebellion.

Weyler had hoped to defeat the rebels in an open war between armies. However, he soon found himself frustrated as the Cubans would not engage his Spanish troops en masse. The rebel armies lived off of the land amongst the local populations making it difficult to differentiate between rebel and simple peasant. Furthermore, Cuban rebels formed raiding parties who would attack a small unit of Spanish soldiers and then fall back amongst the civilian population. If the Spanish were to attack these rebel groups, they would find themselves attacking both civilians and rebels. This, in turn, would lead to resentment amongst the civilian population and only lead to providing the rebels with more support from the local population.

Less than a week after his arrival in Cuba, Weyler announced his reconcentrado policy. General Campos had originally thought of the policy, but he lacked the heart to pursue it because of the suffering he knew would result. Peasants and people living in rural areas were ordered to move into fortified villages or garrisons within eight days. By placing the civilian population within government camps, Weyler hoped to better control the war. In effect, he hoped to cut off the support these people might provide the rebels in food and other assistance. Also, with the civilian population safely within the camps, the Spanish could concentrate more firepower on the rebels. In 1896-7, the Spanish relocated more than 300,000 people into camps. Weyler’s subordinates, however, did not provide the housing and provisions necessary for the displaced populations, and conditions within the camps moved rapidly toward hunger and disease. Thousands of people died as a result of the reconcentrado policy.
 

The policy worked in the short term. Rebels were deprived of much of the assistance they had previously received from the Cuban population. However, the political consequences of Weyler’s actions proved to be much more damaging. Liberals in Spain denounced Weyler as “brutal” and “inhumane”. While in the United States, the newspapers made the most of Cuban suffering. Daily, news-stories were published recounting Cuban suffering at the hands of the “Butcher” Weyler. Millions of Americans began to sympathize with the Cuban rebels and called upon their political officials for action. By the end of 1896, the Spanish had committed nearly 100,000 troops in Cuba. This figure does not count in the 35,000-40,000 Cubans who supported the Spanish.


On May 17, 1897, President McKinley sent a message to Congress suggesting an appropriation of $50,000 dollars to relieve the suffering of American citizens in Cuba. It is estimated that Americans had $50 million dollars invested in Cuban sugar plantations. Many of these plantations had been attacked under Gomez’s “scorched earth” policy of 1895 and in the Spanish campaign that had ensued. The appropriation passed Congress on May 24.
 


In 1896, President Grover Cleveland appointed General Fitzhugh Lee consul general in Havana. President McKinley retained him after becoming president.

Lee monitored the situation and gathered as much information as was available by holding meetings and acting as a peace mediator. He was at first sympathetic to the rebel insurgents and pressed for American intervention. McKinley wanted the Spanish government to work out the problems without American interference. This diplomatic approach troubled Lee terribly, and his reports to the State Department recounted horrible tales of mass murder in a Cuba struggling with an inept Spanish government in a fight for survival.

As Lee served in Cuba, however, he became more conservative in his views on American involvement.

The Maine
 
A cold wind blows across the state. It seems it’s always cold in February. A young man sits next to his mother’s stove, trying to get some warmth. His eyes scan across the headline and though his hands are cold from unhitching the horses from his family’s wagon; his soul burns with rage. -- January 17, 1898, General Lee telegraphed Captain Charles D. Sigsbee, of the Second Class battleship Maine lying at Key West, for possible movement to Havana to protect American lives and interests. This wire came in the aftermath of a Cuban riot in Havana on January 12. Havana soon became relatively quiet once again and the Maine remained at Key West for the time being. Near the end of the month, German naval ships entered Havana on a diplomatic mission. They had been visiting ports of call throughout the Caribbean on what appeared to be a mission to acquire territory or so it was perceived by the United States. On January 25th, the Maine arrived in Havana, at the same time as the German ships arrived, to show American presence in the Caribbean and hopefully ward off any Europeans hungry for territory. Lee had urged that the Maine’s arrival be postponed a few days. However, his telegram crossed with the orders for the ship to move. The Maine’s arrival in Havana was unexpected, and actually a violation of international protocol. The Spanish authorities allowed the ship into the harbor and assigned her an anchorage.


February 15, 1898, at 9:45 p.m., the Maine exploded. An eyewitness, Sigmund Rothschild, aboard the liner City of Washington anchored nearby described the explosion as follows:

I looked around, and I saw the bow of the Maine rise a little, go a little out of the water. It couldn’t have been more than a few seconds . . . [later] . . . that there came in the center of the ship a terrible mass of fire and explosion . . . the whole boat lifted out, I would judge, about two feet. As she lifted out, the bow went right down.

A total of 264 men and 2 officers were killed aboard the Maine. Spanish vessels in the harbor provided assistance to survivors of the explosion within moments of the incident. 


The United State Navy board of inquiry set out within days of the explosion in search of its cause. They determined that an external explosion caused by persons unknown had detonated one of the ship’s powder magazines. On March 6, Spain officially asked for the recall of General Lee from Havana. Meanwhile, the House of Representatives had unanimously voted to appropriate $50 million for a war fund. March 25, the Maine report was delivered to President McKinley officially placing the cause of the explosion upon a mine. 


In the wake of all of this activity within the Navy and Congress, President McKinley, through Minister Woodford, asked Spain for a cessation of hostilities in Cuba with the ultimate goal of independence. April 19, the House and Senate adopted resolutions declaring Cuba free and giving the President the right to use whatever means necessary to compel Spain to withdraw their military from Cuba. President McKinley signed this resolution on April 20 and sent an ultimatum to the Queen Regent of Spain. In response, the Queen regent sent a war-like message to the Cortes. On April 22, President McKinley issued a proclamation to the neutral powers; and Commodore Sampson’s fleet sailed from Key West to begin blockade duty of Havana. The same day, the gunboat Nashville captured the Spanish ship Buena Vista. One day later, President McKinley issued a call for 125,000 volunteers. April 24, Spain formally declared war against the United States, and the next day, the United States declared war upon Spain.

America’s Response


The train pulls into town and he finds himself embraced by a young girl. She offers him something to eat eventhough it is approaching midnight. He gladly accepts and gives her one of his buttons as a souvenir. As quickly as the train came into town, it is gone and he finds himself thinking about the duty that lies ahead. –- As the news of the Maine’s explosion spread, Americans in all walks of life felt compelled to take action. On February 17, just two days after the incident, Governor Tanner presented the following message before the Illinois General Assembly:

The news of the calamity which has overtaken the United States battleship Maine and its ill-fated crew fills me with grief and horror, and I assume that the General Assembly will, by joint resolution, express the sympathy of the people of this State for the gallant dead and wounded of our navy and for their surviving relatives.

I am unwilling to believe that the loss of the Maine was the result of intention, and trust that the official investigation ordered by our government may demonstrate that it was due to accidental causes. In view of the uncertainty which exists as to this point, it would seem that before the Legislature adjouns sinc die it, would authorize the Executive to tender to the President of the United States, on behalf of the State of Illinois, whatever moral and material support may be necessary in this emergency to maintain the honor of the American flag and prevent or punish any attempt at hostile invasion of our common country.

The General Assembly by joint resolution adopted the following:

WHEREAS, The Governor has sent to the Senate a message relating to the calamity which has overtaken the United States battleship Maine and the crew theron; therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives concurring therein, That we, the representatives of the people of the State of Illinois, do herby express our sincere appreciation of the services of the gallant dead of our navy, and extend to the wounded and all persons affected by this said affair our most sincere and profound sympathy. Be it further

Resolved, That we hereby commend the Governor of this commonwealth for his timely and patriotic message, and he is hereby authorized to tender to the President of the United States all moral and material support that may be necessary in this emergency to maintain the proper dignity of our republic and the honor of the American flag.

As a result of this resolution, Illinois became the first state in the Union to offer support in material and troops for the coming war. 


At the outbreak of war, the United States Army stood at about 28,000 men. These men were scattered across America in several forts and outposts. Those men who were not serving in the West maintained a system of coastal defenses. Nofi states that “the Army was so little affected that most European powers considered the United States militarily insignificant. And in a European sense, it was.”

As war grew more imminent, the Army faced a struggle. Since the years after the Civil War, the Army had been thinking on a relatively small scale. Their principal focus during those years had been on the Indian Wars throughout the American West. According to Nofi, “Organization, deployment, leadership, training, routines, procurement, and stockpiles were all geared to this small war viewpoint.” This meant that as the Spanish-American War loomed on the horizon, the Army had at best stockpiles for three months for a force of 35,000. The Army’s material limitations can be simply illustrated by the issuing of obsolete Springfield ‘73 rifles to volunteer units. 


Though the Army remained small to the time of the war, the U.S. Army did maintain a high level of capability. By selecting a relatively small body of soldiers, the Army was able to field better troops and reject those it did not desire. According to Nofi, 

In many ways the troops of the Regular Army were superior to those of the other major powers. The men were well trained with stress placed on physical fitness. In addition, they were intelligently equipped. The experience of the Indian Wars had taught the American soldier to travel light, and in 1898 his equipment weighed less than that carried by most foreign troops, though, interestingly, the Spanish veterans in Cuba were even more lightly equipped. Great stress was still placed on individual marksmanship, and the newly issued Krag-Jorgensen, a bolt action breechloading magazine rifle, was one of the most modern pieces available. Most U.S. equipment was good, but the uniforms were not. U.S. troops went into action clad in felt campaign hats, blue flannel shirts, brown woolen trousers, and brown canvas leggings, with heavy, high top shoes, an outfit hardly suited to a tropical climate.
 

The high efficiency and capability of the Army at the time of the war however would not be enough to match up with the Spanish in Cuba. 


The Spanish had become quite good at counter-insurgency warfare. During the Ten Years’ War and the uprising of 1895, they had learned to fight the rebels through sustained conflict, applying pressure until the insurgents ran out of resources and support. Spanish soldiers were especially noted for their hardiness. The enlisted men were usually peasants or conscripts from the urban working classes. The majority of enlisted men being between the ages of 20 and 23, lacking education. For the average Spanish soldier, conditions in Cuba were harsh. According to Nofi, “Food was usually poor, barracks inadequate and the health of the troops was frequently bad at least in the colonies, where they had to cope with malaria, yellow fever, and tropical conditions.” The Spanish Army had the highest death rate from disease of all European armies. However, the Spanish could fight, their officers (they had an overabundance of them) often led from the front and incurred high casualties. At the same time, enlisted men were known for their hardiness, and stubbornness in defense. 


On the defensive, the Spanish made good use of cover, rifle pits, and entrenched positions. They often constructed small bases, of permanent earthworks and barbed wire, from which columns could emerge to pursue bands of guerrillas. However, all of this had a price, the Spanish Army because of its focus on counter-insurgency, was too light to fight a conventional war in the European sense. An American officer wrote of the Spanish after the war:

The Spanish impressed me much more favorably than I expected. They look small beside our men, but they are generally well set up, bright, and alert, and look ready for business. They wear a uniform-blouse and trousers-of a bright homespun material, without any facings, but with brass buttons and collar ornaments. For the head they wear a straw hat, wide brim and a cockade on the left side. 

They are armed with the Mauser and short knife-bayonet. The cartridges are carried in a clip in bunches of five, and these are carried in small leather pouches attached to the belt, several in a pouch. The leather trimmings are all of fair or tan leather, and far superior in appearance to our black leather trimmings. For the feet the men wear sandals with rope soles. Many, however, had on black shoes, and some of them wore moccasins. Each man had a blanket slung over the left shoulder, and carried a fair-weather bag or haversack. I saw no tents and no wagon train. They . . . do not depend on mules and wagons to help them conduct a campaign. 

I saw a company marching along the street, and noticed that they moved with a quick, springy step, that enables them to cover ground quickly.
 

Both the Spanish and Americans were prepared to fight a light, fast paced war with the Spanish having the initial superiority in numbers over the U.S. Regular Army. The factor to tip the balance in the U.S.’s favor was to be the National Guard.


In the latter part of the nineteenth century, the National Guard had undergone somewhat of a renaissance. It was seen as a force to be utilized in disasters as well as to prevent foreign invasion. In fact, the Illinois National Guard had been utilized in the Pullman strike and various other labor disputes in the late 1870’s and 1880’s. The Army, however, remained hostile towards the National Guard seeing it as somewhat of an amateur force. They viewed the proper role of the National Guard as home defense, while an enlarged army would fight a war on foreign soil. 


In a generation whose parents and grandparents had fought in the Civil War, American men wanted a chance to prove their courage, to attain glory, and to serve their country in honor. The Spanish-American War offered these men just this chance, and they placed pressure on their elected officials to ensure that they would receive just such a chance. With the Army, elected officials, and prominent individuals within the National Guard Association all actively seeking a chance to serve, a compromise had to be reached. The Regular Army would be expanded to 65,000 and be supplemented by a volunteer army. The initial calls for troops were to be restricted to the National Guard of each state. Governors could appoint all officers up to the level of Colonel and entire regiments could enter Federal Service. The Regular Army retained the right to assign one officer to each unit as an advisor, while the President appointed all general and staff officers in the Volunteer Army. The first call went out on April 22, 1898 for 125,000 volunteers.

Timetable of Events


Spring 1898

Muster In

May 7

5th Regiment; 3rd Regiment

May 11
6th Regiment

May 12
Battery A, 1st Regiment Artillery

May 13
1st Regiment

May 16
2nd Regiment

May 18
7th Regiment

May 20
4th Regiment

May 21
1st Cavalry Regiment


May 16
3rd and 5th Regiments arrive Chickamauga Park, GA

May 20
1st Regiment arrives Camp Thomas, GA; 

6th Regiment arrives Camp Russel A. Alger, VA

May 21
Battery A, 1st Regiment Artillery reports Chickamauga Park, GA

May 23
2nd Regiment arrives Jacksonville, FL

May 29
4th Regiment arrives Jacksonville, FL

May 30
7th Regiment arrives Dunn Loring, VA; 



1st Cavalry arrives Camp Thomas, GA

June 5 
1st Regiment arrives Tampa, FL

Two months after Illinois offered the nation her troops, Secretary of War, Russel A. Alger, responded with a request.


Washington, D.C., April 25, 1898.

To the Governor of Illinois:
   The number of troops from you State under the call of the President, dated April 23, 1898, will be seven regiments of infantry and one regiment cavalry. It is the wish of the President that the regiments of the National Guard or State Militia shall be used as far as their numbers will permit, for the reason that they are armed, equipped and drilled. Please wire me as early as possible what equipments, ammunition, arms, blankets, etc., you have and what additional you will require. Please also state what troops will be ready for muster into United States service. Details to follow by mail.



R.A. Alger,


      Secretary of War.

In accordance with the Secretary’s request, Governor Tanner sent out the call for Illinois’ men to come to arms. April 25, National Guard units across the state were notified to mobilize and prepare to be mustered in at the Illinois State Fairgrounds in Springfield. The fairgrounds were officially designated Camp Tanner, and by the 27th, all regiments had arrived at the camp. 





Summer 1898


Muster In

July 11
9th Regiment

July 21
8th Regiment


June 30
1st Regiment steamed for Cuba aboard Gate City and City of Macon
July 8
A, E, F, I, 6th Regiment depart Charleston, SC

July 9
1st Regiment arrives Siboney, Cuba

July 10
B, C, G, H, K, L, 6th Regiment depart Charleston, SC

July 11-17
1st Regiment engaged in battle at Santiago, Cuba

July 13
A, E, F, I, 6th Regiment arrives Santiago, Cuba

July 15
B, C, G, H, K, L, 6th Regiment arrives Santiago, Cuba

(did not disembark at Santiago: moved to Guantanamo Bay July 18; to Baigniri July 20; to Guantanamo Bay July 21; to Guanica, Puerto Rico July 25)

July 21
D, M, 6th Regiment departs Charleston, SC

July 25
3rd Regiment departs Newport News, RI

July 26
G, 6th Regiment engaged at Guanica, Puerto Rico; 

July 27
D, M, 6th Regiment arrive Ponce, Puerto Rico

July 28
Battery A, 1st Regiment Artillery departs Newport News, RI

July 31
3rd Regiment arrives at Ponce, Puerto Rico

August 2
3rd Regiment moves from Ponce, lands at Arroyo, Puerto Rico

August 3
Battery A, 1st Regiment Artillery arrives at Guanica, Puerto Rico

August 5
3rd Regiment engaged at Guayama, Puerto Rico; 9th Regiment arrives Jacksonville, FL

August 11
8th Regiment departs New York

August 12
Peace Proticol signed, Cuban blockade lifted

August 16
8th Regiment arrives at Santiago, Cuba

August 18
5th Regiment arrives in Lexington, KY

August 25
1st Regiment departs Cuba for U.S. (3 months in country)

August 28
1st Cavalry arrives Fort Sheridan, Chicago, IL

September 7
6th Regiment and Battery A, 1st Regiment Artillery depart Puerto Rico for U.S. (3 months in country)


In early May, President McKinley approved a plan to land American ground troops on a beachhead approximately 25 miles west of Havana. However, the Spanish Atlantic Fleet, under Admiral Pascual Cervera, posed a potential threat to any American landing force. As a result, the first priority for a successful land campaign rested upon locating and containing Cervera’s fleet. On May 29, it was learned that the Spanish fleet had taken refuge in the harbor of Santiago de Cuba. Admiral Sampson immediately set sail for Santiago and imposed a blockade on the Cuban fleet, and the American military focus changed from Havana to Santiago.


In order for Sampson’s blockade to be successful, he needed the support of ground forces to neutralize Spanish coastal batteries. Once this had been accomplished, the American fleet would be able to force the Spanish out of the harbor. President McKinley decided to postpone the operation against Havana and ordered Shafter to mobilize the Fifth Corps for a naval convoy to Santiago. The convoy of almost 17,000 troops left Tampa on June 14th and arrived off of Santiago on June 20th. 


The 1st Illinois Infantry landed at Siboney, Cuba on July 9 and marched along the military trail towards Santiago. The regiment arrived in Cuba, each officer with a footlocker and one footlocker for every two enlisted men. As the troops marched down the military road, the lockers began to find there way to the side of the trail. These lockers formed comfortable benches for the “weary pedestrian”, and their contents helped refresh many soldiers along the road. Some of the people who partook of these contents wrote appreciative notes upon the blue trunks, while there were others who simply took and left no thanks.


When the 1st Illinois arrived on the front, the flag of truce had already flown. 

“Toward dawn, which is, of course-all the books have it so-the hour most propitious for a sudden attack, they quietly and calmly opened fire upon the Spanish trenches opposite, just to let the Spaniards know that they were wide awake and vigilant. . . The Illinois people stoutly asserted that in the gray of the morning they had seen the Spaniards creeping out of their trenches, and sneaking up the hill toward them, with the evident intention of rushing their position . . . The Illinois regiment always grew feverish for the fray during the dark hour just before dawn, and a staff officer was generally detailed to sit with them, and keeping his fingers upon the regimental pulse, try also to have them keep the peace and respect the truce.”

Shortly after this skirmish, the 1st Illinois went into camp around Santiago and remained there until August 25. On 10 September, they arrived in Chicago after traveling by rail from New York. The War Department gave the regiment a sixty-day furlough beginning September 13, and on November 17, the 1st was mustered out of service. During its service in the Volunteer Army, the regiment lost a total of 84 enlisted men to disease and reported no other deaths. 


Fall 1898
October 11
1st Cavalry mustered out Fort Sheridan, Chicago, IL

October 16
5th Regiment mustered out at Camp Lincoln, Springfield, IL

October 20
7th Regiment mustered out in Chicago, IL

October 22
9th Regiment
moved to Savannah, GA

November 3
3rd Regiment departs Cuba for U.S. (5 months in country)

November 25
Battery A, 1st Regiment Artillery mustered out Danville, IL;


2nd Regiment arrives Savannah, GA

December 9
2nd Regiment departs Savannah, GA

December 13
2nd Regiment arrives at Havana, Cuba


The 2nd Illinois Volunteer Infantry departed from Camp Cuba Libre, Jacksonville, Florida October 21, 1898. They arrived in Savannah October 25 and were encamped about one and half miles from the city on a grassy slope. Their site being the same site that the 33rd Illinois had encamped upon in 1864 and temporarily designated “Camp Lee” after General Fitzhugh Lee. Upon his arrival, General Lee changed the name of the camp to “Camp Onward”. It was while the 2nd camped at Camp Onward that they received their Krag-Jorgensen rifles. One soldier had this to say, “The parting of the old-fashioned Springfields seemed like severing the last link which bound us to the National Guard service.” 


The men of the 2nd found themselves being fed better in Savannah than in their previous camp. However, this did not keep typhoid fever from striking the camp. The visitation of this disease caused the first casualties among the officers’ ranks. Captain William A. Chadwick, of Company D, and 1st Lt. Andrew E. Paulsen, of Company C, died of typhoid fever, and both men left behind wives. 


After enjoying a Thanksgiving celebration hosted by the Savannah Committee of Ladies, who provided food and service to the 2nd, Colonel Moultrie received orders on December 5 to be ready at an hours notice to embark for Havana. On December 6, the Colonel was sent via Tampa to Havana to take command of the police. Lt. Colonel W. B. Hotchkiss replaced Colonel Moultrie as acting commander of the 2nd regiment. 


December 7, 1898, the 2nd received orders that they would move the next day. Bags were packed, “tent floors sawn in twain for convenience of transportation.” Transports were busy moving stuff to the docks for deployment, but the regiment was ordered to wait as there was not room on transport ships. As a result, the troops, with their tents packed away, “spent a night of discomfort.” At 9 p.m. December 8, the men boarded their transport. Chaplain H. W. Bolton had this to say regarding the transport:

A vessel more absolutely unfit for the transportation of troops can hardly be imagined. Filthy in the extreme, the sickening odors arising from the decks and hold rendered the ship unsanitary to a degree, while the deck on which it was proposed to quarter troops was situated beneath that on which the mules and other animals were to be carried; and as the decks were by no means watertight, the leakage ran through the deck, causing a state of things easier to imagine than describe. The vessel was a cattleboat and in no respect had it been rendered fit for the service it was now to be engaged in.

Major Marquis, the 2nd’s surgeon, protested conditions aboard the Michigan, and Lt. Colonel Hotchkiss, Adjutant General Dorst and Inspector General Guild inspected the vessel and agreed. On noon the next day, orders were issued stating that the regiment could stay and wait for another vessel or board the Michigan. Fearing that another ship might not arrive in several days, the troops boarded the ship and began the voyage down river to the cheers of crowds along the banks. As the ships steamed toward the open sea, “All hands were on deck, for the foul air and the filthy leakage from the mule stalls rendered a long stay between decks intolerable to the strongest stomach.”


Winter 1898
January 3
4th Regiment and 9th Regiment depart Savannah, GA

January 5
4th Regiment and 9th Regiment arrive Havana, Cuba

March 11
8th Regiment departs Cuba for U.S. (8 months in country)


The 8th Illinois Volunteer Infantry served the longest in Cuba of any Illinois unit, eight months. As a result of their long stay and their ethnicity, they became quite close to the Cubans. Initially, the Cubans had been told by the Spanish to distrust American soldiers. They were informed that Americans would treat them far more severely than the Spanish, that they would steal, and place people in prison. The 8th found it somewhat difficult to gain the trust of the Cubans who they had been sent to free and protect. However, over time, many soldiers within the Regiment became friends and even spouses of Cubans.


While the 8th Illinois was stationed at Palma, Cuba, men of Companies E and F formed an organization that came to be known as the “Mannana Club”. The “Club” gave the men of the 8th and the Cubans a place to socialize. On Christmas night, the “Mannana Club” held a ball. According to the Goode, 

It was a grand affair and the best element of the town was there. It was nearly twelve o’clock before we could induce the Cuban and Spanish girls to dance with us. They were timid. They thought us so grand and progressive that we would laugh at their old style of waltzing. Finally we induced two Spanish girls to waltz, which drew the others out until there was not space enough in two large rooms to dance good. We had plenty to eat and drink, such as it was. They danced until ten o’clock the next day. Every member wore a rosette made by the girls and each man was attired in soldier blue, while nearly all the senoritas were dressed in pure white with their long black tresses falling loosely about their shoulders. The Mannana ball was the talk of the town.

At the same time that the men of Companies E and F were holding their ball, other companies put on small concerts and minstrel shows. Activities such as dances, concerts and other shows helped bring the 8th and the people of Palma, Cuba closer together, and helped bring friendship back to a wore-torn country.


Spring 1898
March 30
2nd Regiment departs Cuba for U.S. (4 months in country)

April 4
4th Regiment departs Cuba for U.S. (4 months in country)

April 19
9th Regiment departs Cuba for U.S. (4 months in country)

May 20
9th Regiment mustered out at Augusta, GA


 On April 4, 1899, the 4th Illinois Volunteer Infantry received orders to report to the transports Whitney and Yarmouth. Troops aboard the Whitney would be transported upon arrival and the remaining four companies would ship out aboard the Yarmouth the next Friday. It was not long until camp was packed and the troops aboard the ship headed for the States. 


Outside of the Tampa Bay, the transport stopped and waited for a government quarantine officer to come aboard ship and inspect the men. At 9:30 a.m., a lighter was pushed along side of the transport and the men and baggage were unloaded from the Whitney to Egmont Key for disinfection. Skinner writes about the events as follows:

As the soldiers passed one of the buildings they were required to surrender their entire pack, except guns, the whole of which was placed in an immense cast-iron boiler shaped vessel, and sealed up steam tight, while the boiling steam was forced through them for two or three hours. You can imagine what the straps, leather grips, gloves etc., were like, passing through this ordeal, while our trunks, boxes and hand baggage were all opened by us or by the fumigating force in such a way as came most easily to their hand, the contents partly removed or raised up and decoction that smelled, well, after the first whiff you quit smelling it if you could, for it would take your breath, or make you think you were getting sea sick. . . With this fluid, harmless to anything but yellow silk and germs, they sprinkled pretty freely, as some of us discovered to our regret, four or five days later, then closed our trunks or boxes and with strips of paper sealed up the opening and around the lids, placing them by the hundred in a tight room and leaving them to their fate, that is, the germs. . . While all of this was going on the boys were roaving, but not to their hearts content, over the white sand, of which this island seems principally to be composed, in a corral of some ten acres, surrounded by a high wire fence that reminded one of Weyler’s trochas in Cuba; beyond which, if one did, soldier like, make his escape, he was likely to get a dose of fine shot from the muzzle of a gun made to shoot that kind of missiles, in the hands of a civilian guard, or have the exquisite pleasure of remaining in quarantine for another ten days, and perhaps cause all the rest of us to experience the same undesirable pleasure. 

After a three day, four night stay on Egmont Key, the 4th boarded the Margaret and steamed for the port of Tampa. The men detached in sections and boarded a train headed for Augusta, Georgia. They arrived on April 11 and were stationed at Camp MacKenzie until muster out.

Camp Life and Training

The celebration aboard the train was long behind him now. Today, he marched again. This time on revue before General Lee of the VII Corp. They’ve been holding these revues almost nightly, and he is beginning to feel comfortable with it all. Still, he and the other men wait for news, wondering if they will ever be sent to Cuba.-- The Illinois National Guard conducted annual trainings throughout the latter part of the nineteenth century. Of course, some units participated in annual training more than other units were able to attend. These exercises, along with weekly drills, helped introduce men to military drill and discipline. The men of the National Guard felt comfortable in camp and were reasonably obedient to commands. It is fortunate for many that they maintained such a good disposition because they would go through many hardships placed upon them due to a lack of governmental preparation.

Camp Tanner

The days after Governor Tanner’s mobilization announcement were filled with activity. National Guard regiments began arriving at Camp Tanner, Springfield on April 26, and by the 27th all of the regiments under the first call for troops had reported. In all, seven infantry regiments and one cavalry regiment had marched into the camp in only two days. Illinois’ troops had not moved on that large of a scale since the Civil War. 


At 8 p.m. April 25, the 1st Cavalry Regiment (two troops of which were located in Chicago) was ordered to Tattersalls Hall, Chicago for mobilization. According to a witness: “Twenty thousand anxious and excited friends crowded the building. The floor was a seething mass of people.” The regiment departed from the hall at 12 a.m. and marched down Michigan Avenue across Jackson Boulevard to the Chicago and Alton Rail Pier. Their morning report in Springfield showed 1206 men on their roster.


The 1st Cavalry set up camp inside the race-track at Camp Tanner. As was the case with many other regiments, many men in the 1st were without arms, equipment, and uniforms. They had arrived expecting to be outfitted by the government. However, they found that neither the State nor the Federal government had enough provisions for all the units requesting supplies. One writer had this to say regarding conditions at Camp Tanner:

At the end of the first week, in some respects, the condition of the 
regiment [1st Cavalry] was deplorable. A week of almost constant rain 
made a swamp of the flat camp ground. The soil being a rich black 
loam, mud was soon ankle deep, and many aver was even knee deep. 
Recruits had come many of them scantily clad for such weather, and 
wearing light shoes, expecting to be properly equipped by the 
government.

Bolton, of the 2nd Illinois Infantry, described Camp Tanner as follows:

The weather was damp and cold all the time, with the exception of an occasional-very occasional-spell of sunny weather. The soil of the Fair Ground was a thick, greasy, non-absorbent clay, and the discomfort was considerable, aggravated as it was by deficiencies in bedding, clothing, and rations. However, in the excited and enthusiastic state of mind prevalent, these things were but triffles.

In some respects, the Federal government could not supply troops at Camp Tanner because they were not yet officially a part of the volunteer army. On paper at least, the men at Camp Tanner were not in the Army until they had mustered into service. As a result of all this, Colonel Young, of the 1st Cavalry, personally advanced money to buy heavy shoes and clothing for his regiment.


On April 27, Secretary of War Alger reduced the Cavalry regiment size to 1000 men meaning the 1st Cavalry was over the limit. However by the time of muster-in, sickness, voluntary discharge, and physical disability had reduced the number of men on the roster to within the limit. Secretary of War Alger notified Governor Tanner on May 8 requesting two infantry regiments, one cavalry regiment, and one battery of artillery to be sent to Chickamauga as soon as ready. The 1st Cavalry had been the first complete cavalry regiment to enlist. However, they lacked provisions and were unable to be mustered-in. They found their muster-in delayed two weeks and their movement delayed three. To compound these problems, they were requested to turn over their tents to the 3rd Illinois Infantry as it prepared to be sent to Chickamauga.


While at Camp Tanner, troops were busy but encouraged to participate in athletic events. The men found time at Camp to compete in baseball, running, “feats of strength and agility”, and even fencing. In the evenings, music and storytelling would fill the air. For the men of the 1st Cavalry, the Chaplain organized an entertainment committee, and the Union League of Chicago gave out patriotic songbooks for the soldiers. A typical daily schedule of events for the 6th Illinois Infantry at Camp Tanner follows:

Reveille
5:30 a.m.

Fatigue call
6:00 a.m.

Mess call
6:30 a.m.

Sick call
7:00 a.m.

Drill call
8:00 a.m.

School call (officers)
10:30 a.m.

First sergeant’s call
11:00 a.m.

Mess call
12:00 p.m.

Drill call
1:30 p.m.

Recall
3:30 p.m.

Guard mount
4:30 p.m.

Mess call
5:00 p.m.

Assembly parade
6:00 p.m.

Tattoo
9:30 p.m.

Taps

10:00 p.m.

The daily events in Camp Tanner ended as regiments mustered-in and departed for their respective Federal camps. The writer for the 8th Illinois described their last days at Camp Tanners below:

Sunday morning August 7th, found Camp Tanner in a bedlam. All that was left of the Ninth were broken boxes, boards and some straw scattered around promiscuously. In the quarters of the Eighth tents, boxes and pack-rolls were piled up everywhere. Guns, bayonets and canteens were stacked together in all directions, wagons were passing to and fro, loaded with ammunition and equipments, commissioned officers, sergeants, and corporals were giving orders and taking them and every private was busy as could be executing the same.

Chickamauga, Georgia
     This site of the Civil War battle became one of five regional mobilization and training centers in the Spanish-American War. The 1st Cavalry and 5th Illinois Infantry both trained at Camp Thomas during the summer of 1898. The 5th Illinois ended up being moved north to Kentucky when health concerns caused Camp Thomas to be broken up, while the 1st Cavalry went home to Chicago in August.


It was at Chickamauga that the 1st Cavalry began to take the physical appearance of a uniformed volunteer army. Shortly after arrival, the men were required to “roll his effects in his poncho, white side out, and the roll passed over the left shoulder and the ends tied under the right arm.” By nightfall of their first day in camp, tents had been erected, cooking ranges set up, and regular rations secured. The men found the exchange of hardtack and coffee for regular rations to be very “agreeable.” On June 4, the regiment received their first horses, by the 15th all the horses were in camp. According to a witness: “Horses could be seen most any time plunging wildly through the forests with hatless and breathless riders, whose only hope was to stay on until the picket line was reached.” By July 1, the 1st Cavalry was in “fine condition and fit for any service.”


While at Chickamagua, the 1st Cavalry trained for their possible deployment. Colonel Young secured an uncultivated field for target practice, as the government had not made provisions for target practice. The troops of the regiment established a daily rotation for range use. While not engaged in target practice, the men worked at keeping the camp clean. They hauled drinking water from Rossville Spring, five miles from camp, and daily inspections were made of the men by the surgeon and commanding officer. Even with these precautions, five cases of typhoid fever broke out, and on July 26, Trooper Geo. Hills (Troop A) died of typhoid as he was being moved to Leiter Hospital. In the wake of this, sanitary regulations were made more rigorous, “peddlers and venders of food supplies were forbidden in the camp,” and the camp was also moved from within the woods to the open fields. 

Jacksonville, Florida

The 2nd and 4th Illinois Infantry each were sent to Camp Cuba Libre, Jacksonville prior to deployment in Cuba. Jacksonville served as the headquarters for the VII Army Corps under the command of General Fitzhugh Lee. Under his leadership, Camp Cuba Libre gained a reputation for being one of the better run camps during the War. 


General Shafter created the camp at Jacksonville as an overflow base for Tampa. Initially, Camp Cuba Libre lacked basic equipment such as utensils and mess kits because of the rapid development of the camp. When the men of the 2nd Illinois arrived, they were not provided with tents. Rather, they had to use their blankets for shelters and clear out underbrush for their camp. Bolton states: 


The camp, or rather bivouac, began to assume an inhabited appearance. Soon more woolen blankets were issued, and a few rubber ones, then shelter-tents were distributed, and the Second settled down for what was destined to be a long stay in Jacksonville.


The camp site assigned to the regiment appeared at first glance a 
desirable one, but as subsequent events proved, a worse choice could 
hardly have been made. The frequent rains converted the low-lying flat 
ground, full of decayed roots and other vegetable matter, into a 
veritable swamp, reeking with vapor, which the fierce rays of the 
Florida sun caused to exhale, laden with deadly malaria, resulting in 
the outbreak of sickness which nearly decimated the Seventh Army 
Corps.


Within the camp, vendors were allowed to sell melons, fruit, ice-cream, and “ill made” pies and cakes. Bolton claims the vendors took advantage of the soldiers and that “too little supervision was exercised over these people.” The younger people in camp consumed a considerable quantity of the vendors goods many of which they probably had not had on many occasions. Apparently, the quality of supplies being offered privately at Jacksonville was lacking. This would prove to be the case not only in Jacksonville but at almost every camp at home and abroad.


Rain proved to be one of the inconveniences which followed the soldiers from Springfield to Jacksonville. The mens’ clothing and belongings were soaked much of the time, and for days at a time the men would be soaked and not change their clothes. They would sleep in leaky tents in their wet clothes. Once the sandy soil became saturated, the water pooled all over the camp. Not long after, malaria set in and then typhoid. As a result of these conditions, camp was moved two miles to the North onto higher ground.


Chicago friends of the 2nd, upon learning about conditions, attempted to pressure public officials to have the 2nd mustered out. However according to Bolton, the 2nd had little desire to leave their duties until they had reached Cuba:

The prevailing wish in the Second was that they should at least see,


and do some service for the land they had enlisted to save from the


grasp of Spain, and it was felt by everyone that further and faithful 


work was yet to be done before the task to which this country had set 


itself should be complete.

The 2nd got its chance to serve in Cuba: December 1898.

Cuba

This island in the Caribbean posed problems before the army that they had never encountered. It has often been noted that the American soldiers went to the tropics with the wrong type of clothes. The felt hat and blue flannel shirts were not the ideal for the climate. American troops also tended to carry too much equipment. This is evident from the experience related regarding the 1st Illinois Infantry upon their march towards Santiago. Since the Army had never operated in a tropical environment, diseases such as malaria and typhoid were not fully understood, yet they attempted to combat these problems as best they knew how: through cleanliness. 


The following advice was published in an article in the Chicago Record by Katherine White, the advice is from Dr. Egan of the Red Cross.

Too much stress cannot be placed upon the importance of sleeping dry and above ground. Where hammocks are provided there will of course be no difficulty, but in the absence of them it would be practicable for the soldiers to improvise hammocks by swinging their blankets by ropes between trees or stakes driven in the ground. The next best thing is to build up a bed of boughs from trees or of palm branches. A bed one foot from the ground is better than one that is directly on the ground, and the higher it can be the safer it is from the miasms that arise from the earth. Camps should always be pitched on ground as elevated as possible and back from the sea or steam. When coming into camp from the battlefield or a long march don’t lie down without changing the clothing. Take a bath and a brisk rub with a dry towel. Use salt water for bathing when on the seashore, or use clear running water, but never use stagnant water unless it has been boiled. If very tired a sponge bath is better. Never go to sleep in damp clothes.

In the first weeks of coming into the tropics it is extremely necessary to observe moderation in food and drink. Have the meals at regular hours, if possible. Eat only when hungry and the food is needed. Until thoroughly acclimated very little meat should be eaten, and no fats at any time. It is better to go hungry for a time until proper kind can be procured than to take food indiscreetly. 

When first coming into tropical countries where the fruit is abundant it seems a very welcome change from the regular army rations, and when eaten in moderation and only with meals it may be very beneficial, but discretion should be exercised or a severe case of dysentery may follow…Drink only boiled water and let the food consist of boiled milk or some mild gruel until the stomach reaches its normal condition. A light-weight woolen bandage worn over the abdomen is an excellent protection and gives almost instant relief. 

Alcoholic drinks of all kinds should be avoided in the tropics. It is very necessary always to wash the hands before eating, as impure germs might be carried directly in the stomach. Avoid the promiscuous taking of drugs.

The importance of caring for the soldiers’ feet cannot be exaggerated. The reasons are obvious. In the German army the soldier who allows his feet to get sore is severely disciplined. The socks should be changed every day, or if it is impossible to have several pairs they should be washed out in the evening and dried ready to be put on clean the next day. Unbleached balbriggan socks will keep the feet in much better condition than the colored ones. If the feet are bathed in cold water well impregnated with witch hazel it will reduce the inflammation and be found wonderfully refreshing. 

For mosquito and other insect stings an application of diluted ammonia will give the quickest relief.
 

Dr. Egan’s advice would in all likelihood have reduced the over-all level of disease amongst the soldiers. However, the necessities of life and the discipline of the troops in the field often dictated the number of Dr. Egan’s recommendations followed. 


The 1st Illinois attempted to keep dry. It was soon found to be nearly impossible because they were drenched to the skin most of the months of July and August. While on the march, they were forced to travel light and clothes only dried through being worn. As for sleeping off of the ground, the men were “grateful for any piece of ground to rest on.”
 


In early January 1899, the 4th moved into Camp Columbia approximately six and a half kilometers northwest of Havana. Camp Columbia became the home for the VII Army Corps and within its boundaries strict sanitary practices were enforced. When the weather was fair, tents were rolled up two or three times a week and the contents of the tent aired out. Each day, the men carried their cots and bedding out into the street to expose it to the sunlight. According to Skinner:

Three times a week the detailed broom brigade, armed with rattan brooms, sweep the entire camp from headquarters to the foot of the company streets, while the Cuban gang, with their machetes, go over the entire camp as occasion requires and cut any weed, flower or spear of grass, allowing no vegetation to grow for decay, while every day after breakfast the regiment is marched through the entire length and breadth of the camp quarters, picking up scraps of paper, orange peel and other useless things.

The garbage collected on these patrols was placed in deep sinks away from camp and then covered with earth and lime. In addition to all of this, a white-wash gang, usually comprised of Cubans, went through camp two or three times a month and white-washed everything except tents.
 


As a result of the 4th diligence in Cuba, they reported only one death in the regiment while they were in Cuba. On January 15, a soldier died while bathing in a river. Other units were not so fortunate as the 4th, analysis after the war showed that the Marines at Guantanamo Bay reported the fewest cases of disease and this is directly attributed to their officers’ strict enforcement of sanitation practices. The Regular Army and National Guard faired about equally in their number of deaths attributed to disease. The worst group of soldiers appear to be those who joined the Volunteer Army. Many of these men had little or no experience in the military, and they often came with the limited motives of adventure and glory. It proved to be difficult to enforce camp discipline with these soldiers as they were simply interested in the fight and did not understand all of the ramifications of proper sanitation.

Conclusion


As the steamer came under her own power, the “Resolute” fired a salute. The men had served their nation on the foreign soil for many months. He had served proudly, yet he was happy to be heading for home. His days in the hot tropical sun were drawing to a close. A few days at Egmont Key and a stop-over in Georgia would be the last southern sun he saw for quite some time. – During the Spanish-American War, Illinois’ men represented her well. Unfortunately, all of Illinois’ sons did not return home.

Number of Illinois men mustered into service during Spanish American War

Unit

Officers

Enlisted

Deaths
Disease Deaths
1st Inf. 
50


979


84


84

2nd Inf.
50


980


24


24

3rd Inf.
47


983


43


43

4th Inf.
50


994


25


24

5th Inf.
50


974


17


17

6th Inf.
50


973


23


24



7th Inf.
50


1112


2


2

8th Inf.
47


1262


18


16

9th Inf.
48


1294


28


27

Battery A
4


119


2


2

1st Cavalry
51


982


17


16


As can be seen from the above table, disease was the greatest single cause of death for Illinois National Guardsmen during the War. In fact, the Illinois National Guard did not lose a single man in combat. 


Illinois can feel proud the service of its National Guard in the Spanish-American War. They performed a job that is often thankless. It is in fact rare that we here of Illinois’ service during the War. Popular films and books often recount the tales of the “Rough Riders” charging up San Juan Hill, or of Admiral Dewey taking the Spanish Fleet in Manilla Bay. The men from Illinois represent the vast majority of those who served in the War. A few units saw a little action, but most men simply established camp and helped establish the peace; and, some units never left the States. No doubt, many of the men who never served abroad felt slighted by their “bad” fortune. They did however answer their nations call and for that we should be proud. 

Aftermath

The British military historian, Major-General J.F.C. Fuller, wrote this about the Spanish-American War:

It proved in the first place that in spite of the enhanced power of rifle and gun on the defensive, offensive action is still the dominant factor in war. Not only does it energize the will to win, but it enables a general to follow his own plan instead of conforming to his enemy’s. Furthermore, it is offensive and not defensive which offers decisive results. Offensive action is therefore a positive factor, whereas defensive is negative, it is the difference between pressure and resistance. 

The war showed that because of the ever-increasing power of the defensive, the strength of offensive action depends more and more on quality rather than quantity, and when weapon power is equal, then on chance, discipline, or generalship.

The lessons of the Spanish-American War were many. The army underwent reforms on sanitation, equipment, and structure in the post-war years. Under Elihu Root the structure of the entire volunteer system was changed. In 1903, congress passed the Dick Act officially recognizing the National Guard as the “organized militia.” Members of the National Guard and National Guard Association had lobbied for this designation since the 1880’s, however it took the experiences of a war for Congress to recognize the merits of the National Guard in Federal service. The Act stipulated that if the guard were to accept federal aid, it would have to comply with certain Federal regulations such as a prescribed amount of drill and annual training. 

-- The wagon slowly moves down the lane, the house looks the same as it did when he left. His hands clasped on the reins show a winter spent under a tropical sun. He’ll retain his tan long after summer this year. There is a certain amount of pride within him for the time he served, still he thinks how things might have been were he in battle. He remembers being eager for the fight when he stepped off the train in Springfield. Now though, he’s thankful to be home.
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